
Annual Holiday Party!
Thursday, December 8, 5–7 p.m. Don't miss 
TKE's Annual Holiday Party! Lots of local 
authors, from Jerry Elias to Melanie Rae Thon, 
Bree Despain to Bobbie Pyron. Plus hors 
d'oeuvres and 20% off all purchases made dur-
ing the party! See page 32 for details.

Buy Local First Week
Friday, November 25–Friday, December 2 Shift 10% of your holiday 
shopping to a local business and you can really make a difference. Down-
load, and use, the Local First gift shift coupon and we'll give you 15% off! 

 THE
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Christopher Paolini, Brodi Ashton, Angela Corbett & more! See Kids' Events, page 27—Small Business Saturday details on page 14

We asked some of our readers to tell us what they’d most like to receive as a gift this holiday 
season—and what they would LEAST like to receive. Here are their answers...

Books and Bagels!
Sunday, December 4, 9 – 11 a.m. Enjoy a nosh while King's 
English booksellers present books for holiday giving. We'll wrap 
and mail for you, too! Receive 20% off all purchases.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Jeri Parker 
Saturday, December 3, 4 p.m. Local author and artist Parker 
will read from and sign her memoir, A Thousand Voices.

Running the Rift 
Wednesday, January 18, 7 p.m. 
Award-winning author Naomi 
Benaron will read from and sign 
her debut novel that Barbara 
Kingsolver calls “culturally rich 
and completely engrossing." 
Running the Rift was awarded 
the 2010 Bellweather Prize  
for Fiction.

Betsy Burton 
Would most like to receive the gift of knowing that all our customers have 
read pages 10-11 of this Inkslinger—a wonderfully comprehensive and intelligent 
look at the state of the book industry and independent bookstores by our dear 
friend and colleague Gayle Shanks of Changing Hands bookstore in Tempe AZ. 
I’d also love to find a new book by Terry Tempest Williams under the tree.

Would least like to receive a Kindle.

Anne Holman
Would most like to receive a new reader app so our 
customers could touch a button and order e-books from 
us on their devices. Editor’s note: Happy holidays! Such 
an app will be here this week (see box, page 1)

Would least like to receive an Amazon gift card.

NEW Reader App!
The IndieBound Reader™ was 
created to give book lovers a 
choice to read ebooks AND 
support their local, indepen-
dent bookstores—US!

The reader gives you a direct 
link to our website to purchase 
competitively priced Google 
eBooks, cloud-based and fully 
accessible.

For this FREE app (available in 
the Android Market), scan the 
code on page 5 or download at 
www.indiebound.org/reader.

Continued on page 4

Wish I May, Wish I Might

Barbara Hoagland, The King's English
What I want most is 80 degree weather, 
a lounge chair, and a crate full of books I 
haven't read by my favorite authors.

What I want least is 15 degree weather 
and a crate full of books featuring romance, 
vampire and graphic novels—or, of course, a Kindle.

Scott Anderson, 
President, Zions 
Bank
Would most 
like to receive 
an NBA sea-
son! Go JAZZ!

Would least like to receive  
a set of golf clubs—then I would 
have to 
take up 
golf.

Happy Holidays
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Perfect Pairings or the Singly Sensational:

Seldom does a community receive a gift as glo-
rious as our new Natural History Museum of 
Utah. And what could be better for the whole 
family than a membership, or tickets to visit, 
paired with a book from TKE that will enrich 
the experience? No book fills the bill better 
than The Magic of Reality: How We Know 
What’s Really True (Free Press, $29.95) by the 
formidable, world-famous scientist Richard 
Dawkins whose reputation is belied by the 
family-friendly contents of this page-turning, 

By Betsy Burton and Mona Awad with Guest Appearances by Margaret Brennan Neville and Anne Holman

graphically intriguing (illustrations by Dave 
McKean) tale of scientific experiments, facts, 
discoveries, all designed to show the dazzle of 
scientific reality—just as does NHMU! Or, on 
a global note, another treasure for the whole 
family, not brand-new but breathtaking, is 
Smithsonian’s Natural History: The Ultimate 
Visual Guide (DK, $50) which features, in glo-
rious color, the full and formidable complexity 
of the flora and fauna that swim or fly below 
or above and otherwise inhabit our earth. 
Encyclopedic, compendious, and chockfull of 
dazzling photographs. 

To break science down into elements, just as 
the different floors and spaces of the museum 
do, The Elements: A Visual Exploration 
of Every Known Atom in the Universe by 
Theodore Gray and Nick Mann (Black Dog 
and Leventhal, $29.95) shows us the elements 
of the Periodic Table in context, the lavish 
photos and companion text detailing their 
properties, yes, but also their locations 

and, interestingly, their uses, however quirky. Another 
book that addresses a particular section of the museum, 
again not brand-new (it came out last fall), but a must 
after wandering among the towering skeletal forms of 
those most amazing extinct creatures and seeing their 
shadow-shapes on the museum’s canyon-like half walls, 
is The Princeton Field Guide to Dinosaurs by Gregory 
S. Paul (Princeton, $35), a critical addition to the library 
of amateur paleontologists, old or young. And  Evolu-
tion: The Human Story by Dr. Alice Roberts (DK, $30), 
a doctor, anatomist, osteoarchaeologist, and anthropolo-
gist, not only takes us back 8 million years and shows the 
sweep of evolution from primates through Hominids, 
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And for the lover of the erudite, the abstruse, the mysterious, what 
better gift than the slyly satanic tale of conspiracies and forger-
ies, shadowy intrigues, clandestine gatherings and flagrant anti-
Semitism that the world-famous Umberto Eco has wrought in 
The Prague Cemetery (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, $27) Pair it 
with Haruki Murakami’s 1Q84 (Knopf, 
$30.50), another huge and convoluted, 
abstruse and suspenseful novel mix-
ing themes of religious fanaticism and 
Orwellian intrigue, and you have the 
most mesmerizing and menacing duet of 
literary thrillers imaginable.

Leaving the world of literary fiction, 
your local literati might love Jonathan 
Lethem’s The Ecstasy of Influence 
(Doubleday, $27.95) which, in a series of 
sparkling essays on everything from Bob 

For the literati in your life, there is a deliciously perfect pair of 
literary novels (see p. 12) that, wrapped in a single package, would 
make any fiction lover’s heart beat fast. The Sense of an Ending by 
Julian Barnes (Knopf, $23.95), which just won this year’s Man Book-
er Prize, and Booker Prize-winning Michael Ondaatje’s The Cat’s 
Table (Knopf, $26), both small, wonderfully told tales with memory 
as a theme, are quite simply the best of the best this year. Hats off 
to Knopf! For a darker sensibility, pair either with We the Animals 
by Justin Torres (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, $18), another small 
and incandescent book about boys, or with Turn of Mind, by Alice 
LaPlante (Atlantic Monthly Press, $24) a brilliant literary mystery 
that inhabits the most interesting mind we’ve come across in years. 
And the most spectacular (and expensive) literary gift of the year 
is the wondrous new 3-volume deluxe boxed set of The Arabian 
Nights: Tales of 1001 Nights (Penguin, $200). A. S. Byatt said of 
this new translation by Malcolm C. Lyons, “Sweet, sad, obscene and 
marvelous.”

For the literary seafarer, lover of Patrick O’Brian and 
C. S. Forester, we have much to recommend. Jamrach’s 
Menagerie by Carol Birch (Doubleday, $25.95) tells the 
tale of a young boy rescued from the jaws of a tiger by the owner 
of a Victorian menagerie only to be sent to sea with his friend. His 
adventures on the high seas, rousing, exuberant, and gripping, are 
by turns harrowing and haunting, and are laced with a humanity 
that explains its Booker Prize nomination. Or, there’s Nathaniel 
Philbrick’s Why Read Moby-Dick? (Viking, $25) a lovely little book 
that brilliantly evokes not just the great classic itself but also the sea 

Continued on page 6

hunters and gatherers, to Neolithic, but 
also reveals the amazing models and 
cutting-edge research that inform in a 
whole new way.

For the library of the bird lover, Bird 
Watch: A Survey of Planet Earth’s 
Changing Ecosystems by Martin Walters 
(Chicago, $45) is an illustrated tour of en-
dangered birds and their habitats from the 
tropics to the deserts, the northern forests 
to the Mediterranean to ocean islands. 
Stunning and frightening—especially in 
light of the next on our list, On Rare Birds, by storyteller and 

artist nonpareil Anita Albus (Lyons, $24.95), a blend of natural history expertise and investigative 
reporting that tells tales of disappearing species in witty, graceful prose, wonderfully illustrated. Fi-
nally, step outside the museum to peer at the night sky through their wonderful telescopes, or give 
the whole family a Stellarscope (sculptures jeux, $50), an actual star-finder for both hemispheres!

Lovely and Lavish Gifts for Holiday Giving

and ships. Pair it with a deluxe paperback copy of Melville’s Moby-
Dick (Penguin, $18) or with Moby-Dick in Pictures (Tin House, 
$39.95 in paper, $69.95 slip-cased in hardcover), Matt Kish’s intense, 
vibrant re-imagining of America’s most famous tale—an absolute 
tour-de-force and the perfect gift for the avant-garde artist, the 
seafarer, or the literary junkie, evocative as it is of Melville’s watery, 
tempest-tossed world and of the men who attempted to control it. 
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Steve Rosenberg, owner,  Liberty Heights Fresh
Would most like to receive for Hanukkah is a greater 
awareness that we all truly are what we eat. Considering that 
Americans spend 2.5 times as much on health care as we do 
on food, it is no wonder so many have chronic 
health issues. Share a meal with those you love, 
prepared with real food ingredients, and begin 
the journey to a more fulfilling life. Every day!

What I want least is more bad food. 

We asked some of our favorite people to tell us what they’d most like to receive as a gift this holiday 
season—and what they would LEAST like to receive. Here are their answers... Continued from page 1

Ralph Becker, Salt Lake City Mayor
Would most like to receive traffic signal synchronization.  
Editor’s note: the Mayor told us he meant this as a joke, but we 
think it is a wish with merit.

Would least like to receive an inversion and unhealthy air.

Melanie Rae Thon, novelist  (Voice of the River is her  
latest) and professor, University of Utah
What I want most is to be with my dear family.

What I want least is violence, suffering, dangerous storms, 
disease, drought, famine to afflict anyone anywhere.

Wish I May, Wish I Might

Jennifer Jordan, screenwriter, The Boys of Bonneville
What I want most is to sell my Last Man on the Moun-
tain screenplay (and world peace of course!). 

What I want least is another do-nothing Congress. 
Gentlemen and Ladies—GET TO WORK and do your jobs!

David Kranes, playwright and  
novelist, U. of U. Professor Emeritus
Would most like to remain healthy 
and productive.

Would least like three things: serious illness; 
writer's block; and...just a minute...the third is on the 
tip of my...the thing that's in my mouth. 

Ruben Moralis, owner, Ruben Cabello Salon
Would most like to receive anything homemade.

Would least like to receive a store-bought sweater.

Will Bagley, author, So Rugged and Mountainous: Blazing the Trails to Oregon and California, 1812-1848
What I want most is a job with health insurance so I can once again travel out of state.

What I want least! The notice from my health insurance provider, PEHP, that it will cost more and more to get 
less and less from the policy they themselves describe as already "lousy." One of those prospects looks dicey, one 
looks dead certain. Since the $14,772 I paid in premiums alone last year does not cover out of state travel, which is 
an essential part of my business, PEHP has put the Prairie Dog Press out of business.

Jorge Fierro, Frida Bistro, Rico’s Fresh Food
Would most like to receive a good bottle  
of scotch.

I do not want a tool!!

Stephen Goldsmith, Architecture professor, University of Utah
What I want most is time.

What I want least is wastefulness. Jim Rizzi, City Weekly
Would most like to receive a shiny new 2011 BMW 
R 1200 GS Adventure motorcycle.

Would least like to receive another speeding ticket 
on my new motorcycle.

Bob Goldberg, Professor of History, Direc-
tor, Tanner Humanities Center, U. of U.

Would most like to receive a guest spot 
on the Steven Colbert Show.

Would least like to receive a guest spot 
on The Biggest Loser.

Lou Borgenicht, pediatrician
What I want most is world peace.

What I want least is world war.

Download your FREE Indie Reader app today!

Ben Fulton, The Salt Lake Tribune
What I want most for Christmas is Charles Dickens: A Life, 
by Claire Tomalin. Currently knee-deep in Little Dorrit, some 
background on the master's late period novels would be fantastic.

What I want least is The Snow Angel, by Glenn Beck. Nothing 
against conservatives, but when pundits cross over into literature 
the results are invariably disastrous.

Paige Shelton, mystery writer
Would most like a crisp, white, snowy day 

spent with as much family as possible. 

Would least like the snow to still be there 
the day after Christmas. The family can stick 

around a little longer though.
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Chief Chris Burbank. Salt Lake City 
Police Department
Would most like to receive season 
tickets for the New York Yankees. 

Would least like to receive season 
tickets for the Boston Red Sox.

Bill Mahr, Retired Book Rep
Most wants: Another year of good health.

Least wants: A poster of Betty Grable in a tight sweater.

Peter Corroon, Salt Lake County Mayor
Would most like to receive world peace and an 
iPad. Is that too much to ask for!?

Would least like to receive another broken hip!

Natasha Sajé, Poet and Professor, Westminster College
Would most like to receive Andrei Codrescu's The Poetry 
Lesson.

Would least like to receive anything vampire.

Pat Bagley, Political Columnist & Writer,  
The Salt Lake Tribune

All I want for Christmas are Congressman Jason Chaffetz's 
two front teeth, which he breaks on his steering wheel while 

swerving to avoid America's crumbling infrastructure.

What I don't want is to know anything about the Kar-
dashians. I believe I am happier thinking they are a type of 

sweater one wears to keep out the winter chill over the holidays.

Anna Neatrour, Bureau Chief at Write More Good

What I want most for Christmas: I want what 
most parents of young children want, ten hours of 
blissful uninterrupted sleep.

What I want least!: Fruitcake. It is worse than coal!

Leigh Von der Esch,  
Utah Office of Tourism
Would most like to receive 
a gift certificate for The King's 
English and cozy flannel paja-
mas to curl up in a chair and 
read, read, read.  

Would least like to receive? 
I really am fortunate so any gift 
is appreciated!  

Don Steward, Owner, The Dog Show
Dear Santa, I want a Panini Press with a full-sized 
hinge as my little griller just isn't cutting it.

Also, if you bring me Orrin Hatch's latest CD I will 
renounce your very existence.

Emma Lou Thayne, The Place of Knowing
What I want most for Christmas: sturdy 
good health for me and those I love (after a 
few scares recently). More time.

What I want least: more clothes, house-
hold stuff, junk mail, to have to move.

The wish list continues on page 26...

Download your FREE Indie Reader app today!

•  Runs on Android-based smartphones, tablets, and netbooks

•  Connects directly to King's English for easy e-book purchasing

•  Has all the excellent e-reading features you expect

•  Will soon be available for iPad and iPhone

Ann Hanniball, Associate Director, Natural History  
Museum of Utah
Would most like to receive time: on river water; on 
sandstone; on the snow at Soldier Hollow; in the Great Salt 
Lake marshes; with a pile of books (these enticing Ink-

slinger recommendations, for example!); by a fire; in Symphony Hall; 
in Pioneer Theatre. And all of this, with family and friends.

Would least like to receive a thing, anything, 
that I must return or exchange!
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work that is an epitaph to her brother, superimposing it on a trans-
lation of Poem 101 by Catullus “for his brother who died in the 
Troad.”  Part poem, part physical object, an utterly original work 
from an artist whom Ondaatje once called the most exciting poet 
writing in English today. 

Moving into the great and glorious world of contemporary poetry, 
one would do well to pick up Beautiful and Pointless: A Guide to 
Modern Poetry by David Orr (HarperCollins, $25.99). Orr takes the 
reader on an erudite and impassioned tour of the ever-exciting, if 
daunting, realm of modern verse, encouraging us not to be afraid—

ideal for the modern poetry enthusiast 
and the poetry curious alike. Pair with 
Horoscopes for the Dead by Billy Collins 
(Random House, $24), a must-have for 
the contemporary poetry buff. Using 
his abundant lyrical gifts to confront 
the eternal themes of love, loss, life and 
death, the former U.S. poet laureate 
reminds us why he was once referred to 
as “America’s most popular poet.” Lovers 
of the lyrically unorthodox will no doubt 
be soul-soothed by Jim Harrison’s Songs 
of Unreason (Copper Canyon Press, $22), 

a philosophical collection from the ever-adventurous and idiosyn-
cratic poet and novelist that brims with life-affirming verse. And 
for a lyrical and local offering, try Terrible Grace by Susan Sample 
(Finishing Line Press, $14), a lovely, slim volume of haunting, imag-
istic meditations on grief rendered in verse at once razor-sharp and 
beautifully mellifluous.  

The film buff in your life might covet a book TKE just named best-
packaged book of the year, The Film Book: A Complete Guide to 
the World of Cinema by Ronald Bergan (DK USA, $25). While it’s 

true that one can’t judge a book 
by its cover, this mix of, among 
many other things, film history, 
insider gossip, photos, lists of 
10 (best films, best directors, 
etc.), all encased in a reel box 
(a real tin reel box) is as good 
as its packaging promises. As 
is Harry Potter Page to Screen: 
The Complete Filmmak-
ing Journey, by Bob McCabe 
(Harper, $75) which reassures 
those who may be worried 
that we might be finished with 

Dylan to 9/11, book tours to film to art to 
comics to politics, attempts to place writers 
inside the context of the culture in which 
they live and work. For an interesting cultural 
arc, pair Lethem’s latest with a posthumous 
collection from a previous generation, Higher 
Gossip: Essays and Criticism by John Updike 
(Knopf, $40). Like all of Updike’s work, this is 
layered, intriguing, brilliant in its evocation 
of the moment. Essays on contemporary writ-
ers, of course, on art, on humor, on culture 
in general make an admirable match for The 
Ecstasy of Influence. Or, for that matter, 
for A. N. Wilson’s Dante in Love (Farrar, 
Strauss, Giroux, $35), a lucid, illuminat-
ing, and thoroughly readable examination 
not just of Dante’s life and work, but of the 
world in which his genius came of age. Like 
Updike—and for that matter Lethem—Wil-
son writes nonfiction with a brilliance one 
thinks of as the stuff of the best fiction. 

Finally, for beloved bibliophiles of any stripe, pair Books: A Living 
History (Getty, $34.95) by Martin Lyons with On Rereading by Pa-
tricia Meyer Spacks (Belknap, Harvard, $26.95), or give either singly. 

The former is a lovingly illustrated 
and fascinating history of books from 
bibles to chapbooks, encyclopedias to 
Anime, the Codex to the e-book, while 
On Rereading lingers on the individual 
pleasures (and sometimes the disap-
pointments) waiting to be experienced 
when one picks up a beloved book for 
the second (or third or fifth) time.

For poetry lovers, we have a slew of 
temptations. Beginning with the clas-
sics, the newly translated The Iliad 
by Homer (Simon & Schuster, $35) 

is a must. Stephen Mitchell offers a reinvigorated interpretation 
of this epic, exhilarating work that Tolstoy dubbed a miracle—an 
essential not merely for the poetry lover, but for anyone interested 
in revisiting one of the most enduring works of literature. For the 
more exotically inclined poetry enthusiast, The Conference of the 
Birds illustrated by Peter Sis (The Penguin 
Press, $27.95) is a confluence of haunt-
ing lyricism and lavish visual delight. 
Sis’ luminous illustrations breathe new 
life into this classic 12th century Persian 
poem. Straddling both the classic and 
the contemporary worlds, Nox by Anne 
Carson (New Directions, $35) is perfect 
for the poetry aficionado. Infamous for 
her hybrid poems that marry the ancient 
to the avante-garde, Carson has created 
a groundbreaking, beautifully assembled 

Perfect Pairings or the Singly Sensational:
Continued from page 3

Nox by Anne Carson
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Lovely and Lavish Gifts for Holiday Giving
Harry Potter. This 540-page, full-col-
or, coffee table book is full of "never 
seen before " artwork, insider secrets, 
photographs and cinematic details  
that faithful Muggles will love. And 
for those more interested in the 
politics of film, Hollywood Left and 
Right: How Movies Shaped Ameri-
can Politics by Steve J Ross (Oxford, 
$29.95) is a deeply researched look at 
the ways Hollywood stars influenced 
the course of the nation, sometimes 
driving it left, sometimes right. Pair 
it with My Song: A Memoir by Harry 
Belafonte with Michael Shnayer-
son (Knopf, $30.50) to deliver a liberal education on the history of 
film—not to mention music.

For the philosophically bent, those 
with a meditative (perhaps slightly mor-
bid) turn of mind, a perfect gift would 
be Losing It by William Ian Miller (Yale, 
$27), a wry, philosophical examination 
of the experience of growing old that 
is part classic intellectual inquiry, part 
anxious lamentation. Equally ideal for 
the grim philosopher in your life is A 
Book Forged in Hell: Spinoza’s Scan-
dalous Treatise and the Birth of the 
Secular Age by Steven Nadler (Princ-
eton, $29.95). Nadler tells the story 
of philosopher Spinoza’s Theological-
Political Treatise, a publication once 
denounced as having been penned 
by the devil himself. A must-have for 
anyone curious about the nefarious and 
notorious origins of our modern beliefs. 
Moving from hell to virtue, Truth, 
Beauty and Goodness Reframed by 
Howard Gardner (Basic Books, $25.94) 
traces the changes in our relationship 
to virtues over the course of history. A 
great read for anyone curious about the 
evolution of our most fundamental val-
ues. And for the lavishly philosophical 

and the foodie alike, My Last Supper, 
The Next Course by Melanie Dunea 
(Rodale, $39.99) examines the philo-
sophical quandary of death through 
the lens of dinner. Dunea asks 50 of the 
world’s chefs and culinary celebrities 
what their last meal on earth would 
be, complete with drink, music and 
companion choices. The answers are 
disarmingly simple in some cases (fish 
cooked by her grandfather for Rachael 
Ray) and positively Roman in others 

(fois gras and caviar for Wolfgang Puck)—a fascinating philosophi-
cal meditation on death, which awakens our sense of what it is to be 
alive. 

Speaking of food, for the epicure in your life, Larousse Wine 
(Clarkson Potter, $65) will intoxicate connoisseurs and enthusiasts 
alike. Beautifully illustrated with regional maps of the world’s wine 
regions, this stunning compendium offers a grand and glorious 
look at the grape—a lavish, gustatory treat for oenophiles as well as 
the wine-curious.  Moving from wine to the all-important matter 
of dinner, Bocca Cookbook by Jacob Kenedy (Bloomsbury, $45) is 
a must-have for both the gourmand and the voracious. A famed 

London restaurateur, Kennedy 
offers an alluring, appetite-
inducing culinary trek through 
regional Italy—from Bolognan 
sausages to Venetian risotto 
to fried Roman street food—
complete with gorgeous, eat-
off-the-page recipes. Though 
dinner is in itself a celebration, 
sometimes one needs a little 
more oomph. For the enter-
tainer in your life, Martha’s 
Entertaining by Martha 
Stewart (Clarkson Potter, $75) 
is another must-have, offering 
easy and sumptuous tips for the 

celebratory affair. Abundant with gorgeous illustrations and picture-
perfect recipes, Martha’s elegant and classic style evokes the festive 
aspect of any occasion.

When it comes to holiday cook-
ing, it’s sometimes best to bring 
in the big culinary guns. For the 
aspiring chef, Holiday Dinners 
with Bradley Ogden by Bradley 
Ogden (Running Press, $30) 
offers 150 gorgeously festive 
recipes to grace your table and 
fill your holidays with edible 
memories. And a lavish gift for 
both the culinary enthusiast 
and bibliophile, Menus for Chez 
Panisse with art by Patricia 
Curtan (Princeton Architectur-
al Press, $40) offers a beautifully 
illustrated retrospective of one of America’s most celebrated culinary 
institutions. This artfully rendered, mouth-watering collection of 
menus provides as much gorgeous sustenance as the meals they 
describe. 

For the home cook and the gastrophile alike, The Great American 
Cookbook by Clementine Paddleford (Rizzoli, $45) is a reissued 
American culinary classic that cannot be missed. Paddleford, the 
first-ever American food journalist, takes an edible journey through 
America state by state—the first and greatest book of regional 
American cuisine, now revised and updated for today’s home cook. 

Nox by Anne Carson
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is a definitive and beautifully illustrated 
look not only at gardens in history but 
those who created them, blending art, 
biography and story into a new kind of 
cultural history.

For those who find their beauty in art, 
and for the Renaissance fiend in particu-
lar, The Louvre: All the Paintings by Er-
ich Lessing and Vincent Pomarede (Black 
Dog and Leventhal Publishers, $75) is 
THE ultimate gift. This lavishly illustrated 

compendium offers a page-turning tour through the museum’s 
masterpieces minus the crowds and velvet ropes. Still decadent and 

of the period, The Renaissance 
Portrait: From Donatello to 
Bellini edited by Keith Chris-
tiansen and Stefan Weppelman 
(Yale University Press, $65) 
features beautiful illustrations 
from a landmark exhibition in 
Berlin as well as incisive essays 
on the artists and their works—
perfect for anyone interested in 
this fascinating, groundbreaking 
period in the history of art.  An-

other literary and visual treat for the 
art-lusty, Renaissance People: Lives 
that Shaped the Modern Age (Getty, 
$39.99) provides a dazzlingly illustrat-
ed look at the period through portraits 
of its most significant figures—artists, 
intellectuals and rulers—bringing the 
Renaissance alive through words and 
pictures. 

Lovers of movement and light will de-
light in Degas and the Ballet: Pictur-
ing Movement by Richard Kendall and 

Jill DeVonyar (Royal Academy of Arts, $65), perfect for devotees of 
Impressionism. Abundantly illustrated with sketches and paintings 
of the artist’s infamous study of dancers, this work details the story 
behind Degas’ haunting and 
luminous images. Moving from 
Impressionism to Modern-
ism, from luminary brush 
strokes to revolutionary pencil 
scratches, Picasso’s Draw-
ings 1890-1921: Reinventing 
Tradition by Susan Grace 
Galassi (Yale University Press, 
$60), will please Picasso lovers 
and Modernist enthusiasts 
alike. This literary and visual 
compendium provides a glori-
ously illustrated, in-depth look 
at one of the pioneering artist’s most significant mediums—a work 
which no art lover’s shelf should be without. For both the artistic 

Moving from the classic to the 
contemporary, American Flavor by 
Andrew Carmellini (HarperCol-
lins, $34.99) offers a culinary trek 
through American cuisine as it is 
today—from regional delights to 
ethnic delectables. Part madcap 
travelogue, part mouthwatering 
cookbook—a must for the adven-
ture-hungry… or the merely hun-
gry.  For those for whom weekend 
bliss is found in the kitchen, The 
Splendid Table’s How to Eat Week-
ends by Lynne Rossetto Kasper and 
Sally Swift (Potter, $40) cannot be 
missed. Offering 100 sumptuous 
recipes—from the leisurely and lav-
ish to the earthy and comforting—
this is an ideal gift for anyone for 
whom the journey of cooking is 
more than the destination. Both 
the comfort food lover and hopeful 
chef will be made happy by Made 
in America: Our Best Chefs Rein-
vent Comfort Food by Lucy Lean 
and Joseph Bastianich (Welcome 

Books, $45). This illustrated bible of contemporary culinary comfort 
food offers a bevy of traditional American favorites reinterpreted by 
the best chefs in the country. 

Those who love hearth and home, particularly those arts and crafts 
houses that abound in our city, are likely to covet Greene & Greene: 
Developing a California Architecture by Bruce Smith and Alex 
Vertikoff (Gibbs Smith, $50), a lavish and learned look at the archi-
tecture so frequently evidenced in many of Salt Lake’s more beauti-
ful bungalows. The straightforward elegance of style of Greene & 

Greene is unmistakable and 
fascinating to study. And 
on a very different note, the 
same publisher has given 
us the ideal gift for those 
who own second homes and 
cabins, The Cabin Compan-
ion (Gibbs Smith, $24.99); 
just leave it on the counter 
for guests to write in and to 
read owners’ instructions 
and advice on everything 
from House Rules to Fish-

ing Holes, to Utilities.  At the other end of the spectrum, Living in 
a Modern Way: California Design 1930-1965 edited by Wendy 
Kaplan (MIT, $60) features everything from furniture to graphic de-
sign, jewelry to fashion to textiles and accompanies an L.A. County 
Museum of Art exhibition. Pair it with a plane ticket! Finally, to 
bring the indoors outside (or vice versa) American Eden by Ward 
Graham (Harper, $35), subtitled “from Monticello to Central Park 
to our Backyards: What Our Gardens Tell Us about Who We Are,” 

Perfect Pairings or the Singly Sensational:
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together, these wondrous tales of a nation hell-bent on expansion 
combine the sweep of history and storytelling in ways guaranteed to 
delight the armchair historian of the West.

If local color is of historical interest, pair Parley Pratt: The Apostle 
Paul of Mormonism by Terry Givens and Matthew Grow (Oxford, 
$34.95) with a signed copy of William Adler’s profoundly moving 
The Man Who Never Died: The Life, Times, and Legacy of Joe Hill, 
American Labor Icon (Bloomsbury, $30), books that tell engrossing, 
but very different tales of two men in the West who died violently, 
one a polygamous Mormon theologian who was murdered, the 
other a labor hero hung for a murder he probably didn’t commit.

For those stricken with 
wanderlust, pair a plane 
(or train or bus) ticket 
with The New York Times 
36 Hours: 50 Weekends 
in the USA and Canada 
(Taschen, $39.95), taken 
from NYT’s weekly 
sojourns, and thumb-
indexed for user ease 
(TKE is on page 418!). 
This wonderful—and 

colorful—compendium will fuel trip after trip, whether in your car 
or your imagination. And if trains are your passion and maps your 
art of choice, browsing through Railway Maps of the World by 
Mark Ovenden (Viking, $35) takes you from the railroad systems 
of Corinth to the Trans-Siberian Express, Canada’s Intercontinental 
Railroad to the Underground of London—and you don’t even have 
to leave your chair. Finally, for armchair adventurers made of sterner 
stuff, the Smithsonian’s lavishly illustrated Mountaineers by Ellen 
Nanney (DK, $40) is peopled with history’s famous climbers and ex-
plorers from Caspar Wolf to Tenzing Norgay, Lucy Wallace to Kitty 
Calhoun, and will fill many hours of adrenalized interest.

Last but by no means least, for those who 
want to end your holiday not with a bang 
but a giggle, look no further than Ellen 
Degeneres' Seriously...I'm Kidding (Grand 
Central, $26.99). It's a little about her life 
and a lot of laughs. Having a hard time 
expressing yourself? Let Chewbacca say 
it for you in his new book, How to Speak 
Wookiee: A Manual for Intergalactic 
Communication (Chronicle, $16.95). For 
example, "aargh-arghoo wooush!" means 
"You look fabulous!" Don't worry, it comes with its own translator. 
And we know you'll agree that no holiday will be complete without, 
Shatner Rules: Your Guide to Understanding the Shatnerverse 
and the World at Large by (who else?) William Shatner (Dutton, 
$21.95). You've been warned. Finally, another offering from The 
Onion, one designed to complete your holiday joy, is Christmas Ex-
posed (Quirk, $12.95). Give yourself plenty of time to read this one 
before you wrap it; or better yet, buy one for your coffee table too. 

Happy Holidays to one and all—and happy reading!

Lovely and Lavish Gifts for Holiday Giving
and the literary woman in your 
life, Forbidden Fruit: A History 
of Women and Books in Art by 
Christine Inmann (Prestel USA, 
$29.95) offers a beautifully illus-
trated cultural history of women 
reading. From medieval trailblazer 
Christine de Pizan to Jane Austen 
and the Bronte sisters, these liter-
ary women come alive through 
lavish reproductions of renowned 
artworks which illuminate their 
achievements as well as the fasci-
nating worlds they inhabited. 

Finally, bring the arts home, liter-
ally, for the artisan in your house, 
with Design*Sponge at Home by 
Grace Bonney (Artisan, $35) which 
is chockfull of ingenious ideas and 
techniques to transform not just 
rooms but furniture, flowers, any-
and-everything.

For those who prefer their pas-
times to be active, this is a BIG year 
for BIG sports books, our favorite 
being Guts and Glory: The Golden 
Age of American Football by Neil 

Leifer (Taschen, $49.99). This is the perfect present for anyone who 
remembers when football was hard work and the players were truly 
heroes—it even opens with quote from Vince Lombardi. Sports 
Illustrated has two new collections this season, The College Basket-
ball Book and The Baseball Book 
(both from Hachette, $29.95) both 
jam-packed with up-to-date photos 
and facts from two of America's 
favorite pastimes. And new for 
boxing fans is Sugar Ray Leonard's 
new memoir, The Big Fight: My 
Life in and Out of the Ring (Viking, 
$25.95). For those of you who have 
already visited the first 50, Chris 
Santella has Fifty More Places to 
Fly Fish Before You Die (Stewart, 
Tabori, & Chang, $24.95). And not to be 
outdone, The Onion offers up The Ecstasy 
of Defeat with a foreword by Anabolic 
Steroids (Hyperion, $21.99). SCORE!

The ideal match for the Western History 
buff in your life would be Kearny’s March: 
The Epic Creation of the American West, 
1846-1847 by Winston Groom  (Knopf, 
$27.95) our own Will Bagley’s So Rug-
ged and Mountainous: Blazing the Trails 
to Oregon and California 1812-1845 
(University of Oklahoma, $45). Singly or 
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"The time has come," the Walrus said,

"To talk of many things:

Of shoes—and ships—and sealing-wax—

Of cabbages—and kings—

And why the sea is boiling hot—

And whether pigs have wings."

  (from Through the Looking-Glass and What Alice Found There, 1872) by Lewis Car-
roll)

"The time has come," the bookseller said,

"To talk of many things:

Of books—and authors—and markets—

Of Amazon—and economics—

And how the book world is changing—

And whether books have wings."

Dear Bookstore Friends,

Where to begin is the question. I was in Rhode Island in mid-October and spoke on a 
panel called The Bookstore of the Future. I donned a silly futuristic helmet, tried to envi-
sion our store and stores like ours successfully competing with the likes of Amazon, and 
came away, at the end of the discussion, if not depressed, then certainly less optimistic 
than I'd been before we took the stage. My fellow independent booksellers are work-
ing harder, earning less, often becoming bartenders, baristas, purveyors of wonderful 
toys and unique gifts, and trying—always trying—to keep their stores afloat and filled 
with incredible books, when increasingly the default for many book buyers is often a 
click away. And, unfortunately, not a click to our carefully crafted websites replete with 
staff recommendations, but to online mega-retailers who sell books not as a precious 
repository of the written word, but as loss-leaders to entice people to shop for consumer 
electronics, motor oil, garden supplies, hamster food—you name it. 

And before I go any further, please understand that I am so grateful to those of you who 
shop in our store, bring your children into our store, buy your books at our store, tell us 
how much you love us and support us in every way. This issue 
is bigger than me and you—my hope in writing this letter is 
that everyone who reads this will have a better understanding 
of what independent retailers like Changing Hands are facing 
in today's world and help us by educating your friends. We 
need your help. 

This online race for the lowest prices has taught many people 
that books, too, should be dirt cheap, and that shopping for the 
lowest price is always admirable. It's not that I'm a clueless con-
sumer and don't want to get the best value for my hard-earned 
dollars. I do. But I've also learned that price is relative. Often the experience of buying 
something is half the fun, and worth paying for, especially when I know my money is 
staying in my own community, or employing people who live in my neighborhood, or 
will ensure that my favorite restaurant or store will continue to be there the next time I 
want to visit. Perhaps more to the point, do we really save money when we rely on bogus 
online reviews from an author's family, publicist, and best friends? Not really. We truly 
save when we get recommendations from knowledgeable booksellers who tell the truth 

Do Books Have Wings?
about the books that they've read, because 
those are the books you're far more likely to 
enjoy, and maybe even love. And, often, at 
Changing Hands, these books can be found 
at used or bargain prices.

As important as the book industry is, there's 
actually more at stake than the fate of 
bookstores. What's at stake is community. 
Your community. Our community. Because 
online mega-retailers who use books as loss 
leaders to sell many things could put many 
retailers out of business, not just booksell-
ers. And if they succeed, the backbone of 
every local economy in the country will be 
severed. 

A new study prepared for American Express 
OPEN by Civic Economics has found that 
home values in neighborhoods with thriv-
ing independent businesses outperformed 
citywide markets by 50 percent over the 
last 14 years. It also notes that those same 
neighborhoods benefited from strong hiring 
at small, independently owned businesses: 
"This research validates what we know 
intuitively—that small businesses are the 
lifeblood of our communities," said Susan 
Sobbott, president of American Express 
OPEN. "There is concrete evidence that 
thriving independent neighborhoods lead 
to higher real estate values and more local 
jobs." 

But back to books. What's it worth to our 
communities, to our common culture, to 
have independent bookstores? What would 
it mean if online retailers became our only 
choice, if publishers reduced the number of 
titles they publish each year, if authors have 
Amazon publish their books? Do we want 
books—their publication and sale alike—in 
the hands of a single corporation? What will 
happen to authors like Justin Torres or Alice 
LaPlante, Miranda July or Jumpha Lahiri, 

if booksellers aren't reading and 
recommending these extraordi-
nary novelists to their communi-
ties? Will we all be "browsing" 
online? There are some wonderful 
book blogs on the web. Will they 
become the sole source of dis-
covery? Or will the serendipitous 
discovery of a life-changing book, 
encountered while browsing 
books on a shelf, continue to play 

a role in our reading lives? What about a 
heartfelt recommendation from a bookseller 
who knows and cares about the book, about 
you, and about matching one to the other? 

At this moment in our industry's history, 
indie stores like Changing Hands have in 

Gayle Shanks



—11—     

some ways become showrooms for books. 
We read, we recommend, we display staff 
picks, we advertise and promote, we inter-
act one-on-one to match the right book 
with the right person, and we host hun-
dreds of author events every year. Sadly, 
our sales don't always reflect our efforts. 
Luckily, we generate a lot of local public-
ity for books and author events—in local 
newspapers, blogs, and magazines, and 
on radio programs and morning televi-
sion. But all too often the benefits of that 
hard work go to Amazon and the chain 
bookstores. This is not unique to Chang-
ing Hands. Millions of readers learn about 
books from enthusiastic indie bookstores 
across the country, then buy elsewhere, 
often resulting in our publisher partners 
lamenting the diminishing return they 
get from independent booksellers, when 
in fact the spike in online and chain store 
sales is frequently attributable to our col-
lective nationwide efforts

Sorry if this sounds like a rant, especially 
at this time of year, but this issue is serious 
both in terms of reading and of commu-
nity. This isn't just about my fate, but our 
collective fates as readers and as members 
of this wonderful community. 

So, do books have wings? Will Changing 
Hands be the place where you buy your 
holiday gifts this year? If you choose an e-
reader this holiday, will you give our own 
Google eBooks a try? You can read them 
on any smartphone, tablet or e-reader ex-
cept for the Kindle. The best part? In 90% 
of cases our ebooks sell for the exact same 

price as the big guys. Not a penny more. 
Comparison shop even for a moment and 
you'll see what I mean. 

Whatever your decision, we ask that you 
take into consideration all aspects of 
shopping—because the price we all pay 
for shopping online is much bigger than 
we've been led to believe. No money flows 
back into our local economy—no tax 
revenue, no recirculating dollars which 
support other businesses, local roads and 
infrastructure, our schools and libraries, 
social services, parks and playgrounds

Ultimately, we all make our own decisions 
about what we buy and where we buy it. 
But informed decisions are the best kind. 
When I shop, I think not only about the 
money I save in the short-term, but the 
things I may lose in the long-term if I 
choose chain stores too many times in a 
row. That's the gift independent business-
es like Changing Hands want this holiday 
season. In return, we'll give you the best 
shopping experience imaginable, the most 
knowledgeable staff, and in our case, a 
selection of books and gifts so carefully 
chosen that browsing becomes pure plea-
sure, buying an act of affirmation.

Gayle Shanks co-founded Changing 
Hands Bookstore in 1974. She served as 
president of the American Booksellers 
Association in 2008, and continues to be 
involved with the bookselling community 
on local, regional and national levels. 
Originally published in October 2011 in 
The Changing Hands email newsletter. 

And to our valued customers, if you have any ideas about how we can make 
what we do of more value to you, please let us know. Thank you and we wish 
you the happiest of holidays and time shared with family and friends. 

              Betsy Burton, Anne Holman and all the  
        booksellers at The King's English
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The Sense of an Ending, Julian Barnes 

It is 1960s England and three boys are 
school friends, wondering together 
about such mysteries as sex and death 
and grappling, both philosophically 
and historically, with the meaning of 
life. When a fourth boy, Adrian, joins 
their group, their balance is upset—in 
large part because his intelligence is on 
a whole different plane. He’s not only 
brilliant, he’s deeply logical as well, and 
he questions morality and our raison 
d'être in ways that leave the other three 

open-mouthed. And out of their depth. The four go their separate 
ways after graduation but keep vaguely in touch. Tony, the narrator, 
who is attending college in Bristol, meets Valerie, an odd but attrac-
tive fellow student who will pet and cuddle but no more, much to 
our narrator’s frustration. She’ll sometimes involve him in her life, 
taking him, on one memorable and highly unsuccessful weekend, 
to meet her family. But, as Tony duly tells us, she finally severs the 
relationship—only to later take up with Adrian, a fact Tony learns 
from a dual letter the two have written him. This is the version he 
thinks he understands until, in his 60s, he receives a bequest for 500 
pounds and Adrian’s diary. Problem is, the diary isn’t there. And so 
begins an examination of memory that is revelatory, shocking, and 
so plausibly, achingly human that when finished, you’ll want to start 
again from the beginning. The Booker doesn’t always go to the best 
novel on the list. This year it did. – Betsy Burton, Knopf, $23.95

The Cat’s Table, Michael Ondaatje

Three prepubescent boys, vaguely 
supervised but essentially alone, run 
feral on the decks of a ship. Also on 
board are the slightly older (and love-
ly) Emily; the enigmatic but ancient 
(at least in the eyes of the boys) Miss 
Lasqueti; Daniels, who tends a secret 
garden in the bowels of the ship; a 
wounded Lord; a fake Baron; a mute; 
and a shackled prisoner who appears 
with his guards late each night. As one 
of the young boys, Myna, narrates, he 
slips seamlessly from present to future 

and back again to shipboard, weaving the fragments of lives he and 
his friends witness, the bits and pieces of conversation they over-
hear, into a mysterious tapestry of their own design—a design that 
turns out to bear only partial relationship to reality. The journey and 
the tale proceed at a deceptively quiet pace, suddenly coming to a 
full boil in unexpected ways as Myna engages in surprising esca-
pades, encounters characters in shocking situations, responds in the 
unpredictable ways young boys are capable of. The pace then quiets 
again as he views these startling events through the hindsight of 
memory. The misperception of youth, its ardent loyalties and heed-
less heroics, the distant, bloodless vistas of adult recall, the unex-
pected connections, the missed chances and unrealized relationships 
are cumulative in effect. As he did in The English Patient, Ondaatje 
has blended passion and adventure, metaphor and memory, into a 

blindingly good and unforgettable work of fiction.  
– Betsy Burton, Knopf, $26 

Salvage the Bones, Jesmyn Ward

As Hurricane Katrina builds off the 
Gulf Coast, so does the tension in 
this evocative novel set in Bois Sau-
vage, Louisiana. Esch, 15, poor, and 
pregnant, is surrounded by a band of 
brothers who will always protect her. 
The family, motherless since Junior 
was born, lives largely by their wits, 
their father crippled by drink and 
regret. An exemplary scene involving 
his truck unfolds simultaneously with 
an equally gripping narrative involv-
ing the other mother in the book, 
China, a shining white pit bull. Esch 

tries to find meaning through the lens of the Greek myths she reads, 
and the heroics, understated, will break your heart. This incredible 
book won the 2011 National Book Award for fiction. – Jenny Lyons, 
Bloomsbury, $24

The Forgotten Waltz, Anne Enright 

I was drawn into this novel instantly, 
and easily. The relaxed feel of the writ-
ing belies the untold hours Enright 
must have spent polishing the prose. 
It feels effortless, the dialogue true, 
and the subtle turns of phrase honestly 
capture words exchanged between a 
man and a woman who have fallen 
in love but who have spouses al-
ready. The narrator, who has left her 
husband for another man, relates the 
story in flashbacks and does employ 
hindsight, but that only lends cred-
ibility to the story. Just as the writing 
seems pretty on the surface, so does the story; in truth, there is 
much more here than meets the eye in this very readable and per-
fectly composed novel. – Jenny Lyons, W.W. Norton, $25.95

The Stranger’s Child, Alan Hollinghurst 

A literary homage to male friendship, The Stranger’s Child is a 
reflection on the dangers of memory 
and the decline of the British Empire. 
It begins prior to WWI in the world of 
Georgian poet, Cecil Valance. Follow-
ing a weekend visit to a friend’s Cam-
bridge home, he writes “Two Acres,” a 
poem destined to be read far into the 
future. Valance will be killed, but the 
poem will live on through decades. 
Ironically, though it was written for 
Valance’s lover George, it is his sister, 
Daphne, who is seen as the impetus for 
the work. A young man in the 1960s 
begins writing Valance’s biography and 

New Fiction
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reconciles himself to this inability, 
while struggling to retain a sense of 
his own masculinity. Full of the same 
hard prose as his novel, the stories 
are buoyed by the subtle lumines-
cence of his characters’ humanity. 
– Aaron J. Cance, Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt, $24

The Dovekeepers, Alice Hoffman

The deaths of 900 Jews at Masada in 
70 CE remains a terrifying tale told 
in movies, novels, and history books. 
Through Alice Hoffman, we meet 
four incomparable women as they 

weave their way, inexorably, to 
Herod's ancient fortress, believ-
ing the mountain top can with-
stand any siege. They journey to 
Masada for very different reasons: 
Yael, daughter of an assassin, is 
in search of her brother; Revka, 
a baker's wife, arrives with her 
grandsons in the wake of her 
daughter's murder. Shira is a 
sorceress and mother-figure to all 
of them except her own daughter, 
Aziza, who has chosen the war-
rior's path. As dovekeepers for the 
besieged community, they care for 
the birds and then for each other 
in ways none of them expect. This 

haunting novel puts an unforgettable human face on a terrible trag-
edy that will stay with the reader for a long time.  
– Anne Holman, Scribner 27.99

Lightning Rods, Helen DeWitt

Joe, an out-of-work encyclopedia salesman, has a lot of ideas. Most 
are useless, but he stumbles 
upon a solution to the problem 
of sexual harassment and low 
productivity in the workplace. 
His unconventional idea of 
discreetly placing women in 
offices to provide orchestrated, 
sanitized sexual release for 
male employees is an immedi-
ate hit for corporate offices. But 
Joe is then forced to take on the 
stigma of being very successful 
at something revolting to most. 
Reminiscent of Gary Shteyn-
gart and Chuck Palahniuk, 
Lightning Rods avoids preten-
tion by being bizarrely funny 
and sardonic. – Rachel Haisley, New Directions, $24.95

sees the poet through modern eyes. The young men now reciting 
the poem long for a literary sensibility from the past but impose 
the modern world on Valance’s words. The title comes from Alfred 
Lord Tennyson’s long poem, “In Memoriam,” which he wrote on the 
death of his friend Arthur Henry Hallam. Since Hollinghurst’s book 
reflects the world of Tennyson and the longing for the past, reading 
Tennyson along with Hollinghurst is a challenging but fascinating 
task. The modern characters yearn for the gentle landscape of a 
pastoral world and live with half-formed memories and a fantasy of 
a graceful Victorian age. – Wendy Foster Leigh, Knopf, $27.95

The Prague Cemetery, Umberto Eco

When Simone Simonini (or is he re-
ally the Abbé Dalla Piccola?) wakes in 
one of two apartments connected by 
a secret passage (filled with costumes 
and makeup), nothing is certain—
not even his identity—and it may be 
possible that he is actually the author 
of a great deal of evil. Umberto Eco 
returns with another dark literary 
enigma that, like The Name of the 
Rose, is not for the casual reader.  By 
way of its rich fields of historic detail, 
its linguistic ebullience, and its patient 
development, The Prague Cemetery 
reassures us that our erudite Italian 
semiotician/philosopher is still at the top of his game.  
– Aaron J. Cance, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, $27

The Art of Fielding, Chad Harbach

First-time novelist Harbach has hit a 
home run in The Art of Fielding. Set 
in small-town Wisconsin, Westish 
College is the home to a Division 
III baseball team and has a history 
of losing. When gifted shortstop 
Henry Skrimshander begins to play, 
the team starts to win, and it appears 
that their luck is changing. However 
a horrible fielding accident ends 
Henry’s winning streak as well as his 
confidence; it is from there that the 
lives of the five main characters veer 
from triumph to chaos. Far more 
than a baseball story, Harbach calls 
this the story of the human condi-
tion. Fate, turning points, decisions—all are facets he explores in 
this amazing novel. – Barbara Hoagland, Little Brown, $25.99

Men in the Making: Stories, Bruce Machart

Author of last year’s startling debut, The Wake of Forgiveness, 
Machart has crafted, in this short story collection, a careful medita-
tion on the imperative men have to protect those whom they love: 
wives, parents, children. What makes these stories provocative, what 
gives them depth, is his determination that men are, ultimately, un-
able to save, or even protect, the people they care most deeply about, 
and his incisive study of the ways in which the 21st century male 

New Fiction
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The Time in Between, Maria Duenas 

The time in between is that moment in history when the Spanish 
Civil War ends and World War II is beginning. It is a long period 
for Sira Quiroga, born in Madrid, raised by a single mother and 
abandoned by her lover. As a young woman, she learns to sew in 
a high fashion house in Madrid and it stands her in good stead 
when she finds herself alone and penniless in Morocco. There are 
good people around her who guide her in spite of her naiveté. The 
boardinghouse owner convinces her to do a little gun running 

to get money to set up shop as a 
high-priced dressmaker.  Through 
secretive means, she gets her 
mother out of war-torn Madrid, 
only to return there herself to set 
up a fashion house and spy on the 
wives and mistresses of Nazi officers 
for British intelligence. Her mysteri-
ous father also appears to guide her 
later in life. This old-fashioned page 
turner complete with conspiracy 
and romance ended too soon; I 
hope that Maria Duenas is working 
on volume two of the story of Sira 
Quiroga. – Wendy Foster Leigh, 
Simon and Schuster, $26

Continued from page 13

Stocking Stuffers Galore

From felted iPad cases to shiny white 
mugs, decadent caramels to handmade 

jewelry, Moleskine pens that clip on 
their journals to stainless steel On The 

Road bottles, travel tags and more!

Pair one with our handpicked collection 
of paperbacks on pages 20 & 21.

Find the perfect extra at  
The King's English Bookshop.  

In addition to supporting local business, get a one-time $25 statement credit from 

American Express® when you use your registered or linked American Express® Card on 

Small Business Saturday to make a purchase of $25 or more at a small business.  

Scan to learn more.
No smartphone? No problem. Visit facebook.com/shopsmall

Go to facebook.com/shopsmall for more information on the 
American Express Small Business Saturday offer
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Destiny of the Republic, Candice Millard

As he attempted to board a train in Washington's Union Station, 
James Garfield, the twentieth President of the United States, was 
shot by a crazed gunman. The gunshot 
was not immediately fatal, and Garfield 
lingered for two long months until he 
ultimately succumbed to massive infec-
tion. His assassination was particularly 
horrendous on several fronts. First of 
all, 16 years after the assassination of 
Lincoln, the President of the United 
States was essentially bereft of any kind 
of Secret Service protection. Even more 
horrifying was the state of medicine as 
practiced in the U. S. during this time 
period. While Europe had embraced 
the concept of asepsis, it was scoffed at 
by the best and the brightest physicians in this country. Garfield's 
physicians literally killed him with their unhygienic treatments. Mil-
lard's examination of Garfield's life and death is an eye-opening look 
at a tragedy that could have been avoided and a glimpse into what 
he could have contributed to the country if he had survived to serve 
out his term. – Barbara Hoagland, Doubleday, $32 

Catherine the Great, Robert K. Massie

Daughter of a minor German noble-
man, Catherine (or Sophie as she was 
born) was brought to the Russian court 
by Empress Elizabeth to marry the heir 
to the throne. With the death of Eliza-
beth and the coup against her husband, 
Catherine was proclaimed Empress of 
all Russia and thus began an unprece-
dented reign. Massie's massive biogra-
phy explores the brilliance of her court, 
her many loves, her flirtation with the 
Enlightenment via a vast correspon-
dence with the world's philosophic 
geniuses, and her attempts to bring her 
backward country into the light of 18th century Europe. Her 34-year 
reign is remarkably told by Massie, providing a brilliant complement 
to his Pulitzer Prize-winning Peter the Great. Massie's accomplish-
ment is matched only by those of the woman he has profiled.  
– Barbara Hoagland, Random, $35

A Thousand Voices, Jeri Parker

What can you do when a young person 
enters your life and changes your outlook 
so profoundly you never see anything the 
same way again? Fortunately for us, Jeri 
Parker decided to write about Carlos Luis 
Salazar whom she met in 1964 when he was 
10 and she was a young high school teacher. 
Unable to hear since birth, Carlos was at-
tending the Utah School for the Deaf when 
Jeri became, first his teacher, and later his 
second mother. Carlos and his family were 

desperately poor, living hand-to-mouth in Ogden, Utah. Carlos 

could communicate very well with his hands and his facial expres-
sions and as time went on he did learn to speak thanks to Jeri's and 
other teacher's efforts. It's the unspoken language in this memoir 
that burrows into your heart and stays there however. Jeri's devo-
tion to Carlos and his affection in return will resonate with you long 
after you have finished reading. – Anne Holman, Winter Beach, 
$22 Editor's note: Please join us on Saturday, December 3rd at 4 p.m. 
when Jeri will be with us to read from and sign this incredible memoir. 

Why Read Moby-Dick, Nathaniel Philbrick

Having spent many a summer on a small 
island off the coast of Maine and having 
loved it almost beyond reason, I under-
stand Philbrick’s attraction to the sea 
and with it, his fondness for Moby-Dick. 
Everything he writes about that great 
novel bears the stamp of his addiction to 
the tang of salt air, the rush of the wind, 
the sound of a ship as it slips through the 
water. His descriptions of Melville’s charac-
ters, the sounds and smells of life aboard 
a whaleboat, the crazed dedication to the 

annihilation of the white whale by Captain Ahab, the devotion of 
his sailors to their captain, will make you once again want to read 
one of the finest works of American fiction ever. And yes, I did buy 
another copy for myself. – Kathy Ashton, Viking, $25 

Explorers of the Nile, Tim Jeal

Victorian England produced the apex 
of African explorers. Whether it was 
the goal of spreading Christianity or 
the drive to discover the source of the 
Nile, Victorians made repeated explora-
tions into a largely unknown continent 
(unknown to Europeans, that is). Jeal 
has produced a comprehensive cata-
log of these explorers from Speke and 
Burton to Stanley and Livingstone. Their 
accomplishments were prodigious, as is 
this volume of their exploits. – Barbara 
Hoagland, Yale University Press, $32.50

Rin Tin Tin: The Life and the Legend, 
Susan Orlean

Susan Orlean is a masterful writer, no 
question. I am not even of the Rin Tin 
Tin era, and I was so captivated, so 
caught up in this story that there can be 
no doubt as to the storytelling ability 
of The Orchid Thief's author. Those 
who grew up with the famous dog will 
be even more entranced by this book. 
Orlean manages to give an engaging 
overview of 1920s and 1930s Hollywood 

as well as a comprehensive view of post-war America and a fasci-
nating character portrait of—and this is the heart of the book—a 
man and his dog. This would be a great gift for just about anyone, a 
thoroughly enjoyable read. – Jenny Lyons, Simon & Schuster, $26.99

New Nonfiction
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An Everlasting Meal: Cooking with Economy and Grace,  
Tamar Adler 

Have you drooled over the books of Elizabeth David and M.F.K. 
Fisher, and wished that someone in 
this country would write about food 
in a way that stimulates the salivary 
glands to the point that you can’t wait 
to tie on your apron and head for the 
kitchen? Do you find yourself writing 
grocery lists that include foodstuffs 
you never thought would reside in 
your pantry and refrigerator? If you 
fantasize about food when you read 
a new recipe, can you taste and smell 
and touch it before you ever hit the 
kitchen? If sensuous, colorful, gor-
geous writing about food rings your 

bell, this is the book for you. Needless to say, even though I seldom 
actually cook any more, I loved it. – Kathy Ashton, Scribner, $25

Wild Coast, John Gimlette 

John Gimlette took an expedition 
through several of the most remote 
and unknown countries in South 
America over a period of three 
months. Guyana, Suriname, and 
French Guiana lie along 900 miles of 
muddy coastline with few roads and 
fewer towns. We travel with him to 
a remarkable world of swamp and 
jungle, learning the rich history of 
the area from indigenous tribes still 
living by sorcery to the more recent 
1978 cult suicides at Jonestown. 

The inhabitants in this area include descendants of African slaves, 
Dutch conquerors, Hmong refugees, Irish adventurers, and Scottish 
outlaws. For those traveling or just armchair travelers, this book 
provides a great adventure into an unfamiliar and fascinating region 
of the world. – Sue Fleming, Knopf, $28.95

London Under, Peter Ackroyd

The prolific Peter Ackroyd, author of the ground-breaking London: 
A Biography, has just broken ground, literally, by exploring the 
underground of London. He takes us through mazes of springs and 
streams, rivers and wells, catacombs and crypts and underground 

prisons, pulling us along to view the 
tube lines and gas lines and warrens of 
sewers, the  telecommunications, often 
unmapped due to security precautions. 
Rats roam these nether regions, and bur-
ied bodies still threaten the spread of the 
bacillus that these same rats once car-
ried, the so-called Black Death. Roman 
remains and mammoth bones, forgotten 
monasteries, secret rivers and utility tun-
nels are all part of this detailed and Dick-
ensian portrait of the city’s dark side, all 

illustrated with engravings that would do a fine edition of  Dickens 
proud. So atmospheric one can smell the sewage and visualize the 
Roman relics, London Under sinks us into the history and pre-
history of London even as that proud city is itself slowly sinking into 
the clay on which it sits.  Ackeroyd has a knack for bringing cities 
to life.  In London Under he has, in just under 200 pages, not only 
brought to vivid life the shadowy reality of London’s sulphurous un-
derbelly, but also peopled it with a cast of historical characters you’ll 
never forget, tunneling, in the process into the deeper reaches of our 
common imagination. – Betsy Burton, Nan Talese, $25 

The Great Big Book of Horrible Things, Matthew White

Covering human-made disasters 
throughout history, renowned 
atrocitiologist (yes, this is apparently 
a real career choice), Matthew White 
discusses the world’s 100 worst 
atrocities. From the Crusades to the 
Mexican Revolution to the Rwandan 
Genocide, White breaks the un-
imaginable into easy-to-digest pieces 
in an unsettlingly funny, breezy way. 
A great gift for your father-in-law 
who doesn’t read or your resident 
history geek, this is unbeatably in-
formative and unbelievably interest-

ing. If you read one history book this year, this is it. 
 – Rachel Haisley, W.W. Norton, $35

My Song: A Memoir, Harry Belafonte with Michael Shnayerson

When Martin Luther King, Jr. was in the news back in the ’60s, so 
was Harry Belafonte. When we were protesting the war in the early 
‘70s, so was Belafonte. Acting was his first passion, and he eventu-
ally knew everyone from Marlon Brando to Bea Arthur, Walter 
Matthau, to Sidney Poitier, James Baldwin to Paul Robson to The 
Rat Pack. He hung out in his spare time at a jazz bar where such 
greats as Charlie Parker played, and when it became known that he 
could sing, he tried a gig with Charlie Parker playing backup, thus 
launching the career for which he’s always been known.  But civil 
rights were and are his passion. Although he had spent a part of his 
childhood in Jamaica, it was in Harlem that he had learned to rec-
ognize prejudice when he saw it. He financed marches in the South 
and knowingly put himself in danger more than once, serving as 
go-between to broker deals between the Kennedys and Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.. The Freedom Riders, Selma, Birmingham, the March 
on Washington—not only was he there, not only was his money 

there, so was the money of his friends, 
from Tony Curtis to Tony Bennett, James 
Garner to James Baldwin, Charleton 
Heston to Shelly Winters. Then came the 
war in Vietnam. And Watts. And South 
Africa. And the starvation in Ethopia. He 
was there. He’s still there, still protesting, 
now against the incarceration of the poor 
in our prisons. We Are the World wasn’t 
just something in which he participated, 
it was his philosophy, his way of life. 
 – Betsy Burton,  Knopf, $30.50

New Nonfiction
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The Magnificent Medills, Megan McKinney

The Medills and their progeny founded 
the largest media empire in the nation 
until the 21st century. Instrumental in 
the founding of newspapers as varied as 
the Chicago Tribune and the Washing-
ton Post, the Medills were as varied in 
their politics as in the editorial pages of 
the newspapers they ran. McKinney's 
history of this storied family is alive 
with a spirited look at the lives behind 
this empire. Alcoholism, drug abuse, 
sex, and suicide play a large part in the 
tale, and McKinney reveals it all in this 
intriguing look at a storied family. 

 – Barbara Hoagland, HarperCollins, $27.99

Midnight Rising, Tony Horwitz

Pulitzer Prize-winning author Horwitz 
brings to life the story of legendary 
John Brown in all its glory and tragedy. 
Brown's obsession with the evils of slav-
ery consumed most of his adult life, and 
despite having a large family to provide 
for, he chose to dedicate himself to the 
liberation of those held in slavery. This 
obsession culminated in his attack on 
Harper’s Ferry which led to his capture, 
conviction for treason, and hanging. 
Horwitz makes the case that the noto-
riety of Brown's raid enabled the election of Abraham Lincoln and 
ushered in the Civil War, thus acting as a turning point in American 
history. This is Horwitz at his best. – Barbara Hoagland, Henry 
Holt, $28

The Times of Our Lives, Tom Brokaw

The author who brought us the voices of The Greatest Generation 
brings us his take on the state of the 
State in his latest examination of Amer-
ica. Through a question-and-answer 
format, Brokaw discusses the crisis in 
education, housing and employment 
as it relates to this country’s place and 
future with respect to the rest of the 
world. Whether musing over differ-
ent views of the role of government in 
our lives, or talking about the place of 
grandparents in a family’s life, Brokaw 
intrigues and challenges us all to be 
more thoughtful and engaged in the fu-
ture. – Barbara Hoagland, Random, $26

Hedy’s Folly, Richard Rhodes

Hedy Lamarr, glamorous actress of the ‘30s and ‘40s, was also an 
inventor? And, not only an inventor, but the inventor of a new wire-
less technology which foreshadowed today’s use of cell phones and 
modern radar. Originally married to a Nazi arms dealer, Lamarr 
defected to the West at the start of World War II. In between movies, 

she became friends with avant-garde 
composer George Antheil, and together 
they invented and patented a technique 
to rapidly switch communication signals 
between different frequencies. An amaz-
ing story about an amazing woman. 
 – Barbara Hoagland, Doubleday, $26.95

Part Wild: One Woman’s Extraordinary 
Love for a Creature Caught Between the 
Worlds of Wolves and Dogs, Ceiridwen 
Terrill

The interbreeding of dogs and wolves is 
not new, but it hasn’t been done on a large 
scale for a long time. The outcome is dic-
ey: breeding a wild creature to a domestic 
one doesn’t always lead to a biddable and 
obedient animal. But Terrill, a dog lover 
seldom involved in happy, stable relation-
ships with the opposite sex, wanted a 
pet that would offer protection as well as 
companionship. The mostly wolf, part-
Siberian Husky (a very small part) puppy 
named Inyo offered both but occasioned 
a series of moves by destroying (among 
other things) the seedy houses that al-
lowed wolfdogs. Wolves are both smart and clever: Inyo could open 
a fridge, cage, door, scale walls and fences, and generally cause may-
hem wherever she lived. A fascinating read that exposes the futility 
of trying to domesticate a wild creature. 
 – Kathy Ashton, Scribner, $25 

The Limit, Michael Cannell

Since its inception, Formula One rac-
ing has been the epitome of money, 
spectacle, glamour and danger. Back in 
the swinging ‘60s, that danger could be 
deadly.  F1 racing drivers didn’t have 
fireproof suits and they wore flying 
helmets and goggles. Their attrition rate 
was high; just watching a race could get 
you killed. Into this high-octane world 
drove Phil Hill, a lone American driver 
in a sea of Europeans.  Hill’s goal? To 
race for the legendary Enzo Ferrari. In 

this true story, Hill battles racing greats like Fangio, Stirling Moss, 
Jim Clark and ultimately his Ferrari teammate Wolfgang Von Trips. 
Ferrari pits his two drivers against each other as they battle for the 
1961 world championship. The Limit is a snapshot of a sport that is 
still a European obsession. – Paula Longhurst, Twelve, $25.99

Casino Women: Courage in Unexpected Places, Susan Chandler 
and Jill B. Jones

Casino Women is that rare sort of book capable of changing lives: 
changing lives of casino maids, cocktail waitresses, laundry work-
ers, pit bosses, and union organizers who, having struggled together 
as activists, courageously and honestly tell their stories to Chandler 
and Jones; changing lives, furthermore, of the authors, who listen 
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Chinese Jars, William C. Gordon

Although this atmospheric, sometimes 
caustic and always fast-moving mystery 
takes place in San Francisco, the real 
nexus of Chinese Jars is an herb shop in 
Chinatown run by Mr. Song, whose stock 
of herb jars serve as a sort of private bank 
for his clients.  Samuel Hamilton, who 
smokes and drinks too much, works too 
little selling newspaper ads in the base-
ment of the local paper, and has a terrible 
self-image, has been befriended by a bar 

mate, Reginald Rockwood III, whom Samuel has never seen not 
dressed in a tuxedo. After Reginald fails to show up at their favorite 
bar, Samuel sees his friend’s obituary and doesn’t think his death 
makes sense. He begins to investigate and discovers that Reginald 
was far from what he seemed. Steeped in the colorful reality of 1960s 
Chinatown, not to mention a quintessentially ‘60s bar called, ap-
propriately, Camelot; graced with fine writing and a fascinating plot 
that stretches from Chinatown to China; populated by a wonderful 
mix of the poisonous, the villainous, the rascally, the kindhearted 
and the inscrutable, chief among them Samuel, as likeable as he is 
unaccomplished, as talented as he is insecure, a loveable klutz of a 
guy for all his wit, along with the woman he adores, and the result 
is a fabulous—and thoroughly entertaining—mystery. Can’t wait for 
the next Samuel Hamilton, The King of the Bottom, to be translated 
into English. – Betsy Burton, Bay Tree Publishing, 14.95

Or the Bull Kills You, Jason Webster

Chief Inspector Max Camara shudders 
when he’s called upon to officiate in the 
bullring. He finds the violence upsetting, 
but not nearly as much as the violence 
done later that night to toreador Jorge 
Blanco, arguably the best bullfighter in 
Spain. Blanco is discovered in the bull-
ring, a matador’s sword thrust deep into 
his rib cage. Suspects abound: the pas-
sionate protestors who believe bullfight-
ing is evil and are doing everything in 
their power to stop the practice; the may-

or, who is running for re-election on the same platform—banishing 
bullfighting permanently; the bull breeders, the prominent Ramirez 
clan, who adopted Blanco and treated him like family. And there is 
love, of course, between Blanco and the young man some say is his 
lover, and between Blanco and the infamous Carmen Luna. Camara, 
who drinks too much wine and smokes too much dope, is tortured 
by love as well. But above all he is a detective, intent on solving the 
crime. And the crime is a fascinating one, as is the milieu in which it 
is set—the bullring. But most fascinating of all is the inner journey 
of the detective at the center of Or the Bull Kills You. One can only 
hope that this excellent mystery is the first of a series. 
 – Betsy Burton, Minotaur Press, $24.99

Dead Man’s Grip, Peter James

Road traffic accidents in Brighton, Sussex, are never simple. But 
when all four people involved in an accident are in the wrong and 
the victim is connected to the Giordano crime family, things are 

to the stories with increasing empathy, 
respect, theoretical and political acumen, 
and, ultimately, love. They report on their 
own transformative process of creating 
the book by quoting lines from William 
Blake; they feel the same challenge, depth 
of awareness and understanding as they in-
terview these remarkable women as Blake 
presumably felt when he wrote of “see[ing] 
a world in a grain of sand”: the casino 
women, they write, “opened up worlds we 
did not know existed.” – Stephanie Pace, 
Cornell University Press, $29.95

My Dyslexia, Philip Schultz

Any parent with a child with learning problems, or any adult who 
has (finally) been diagnosed with dyslexia, will find themselves in 
the pages of this small book. Mr. Schultz won the Pulitzer Prize 

for Poetry in 2008 and teaches in his own 
school, the Writers Studio, in New York. 
The author, son of immigrant parents, en-
dured years of school bullies and being set 
aside with the “dummies” in class. When, 
at age 6, his own son was diagnosed with 
dyslexia, Schultz’s own symptoms surfaced. 
How he compensated for his disabilities 
makes this a must-read for those affected 
and for those wanting to know more. 
 – Sue Fleming, Norton, $21.95

Pacific Crucible: War at Sea in the Pacific, 
1941-1942, Ian W. Toll

Simply put, an excellent piece of writ-
ing, especially for those who enjoy his-
tory and the lessons we can learn from 
it. Though not a small book at over 500 
pages, it is an easy read because of the 
topic, writing style, and the author’s 
ability to at once get into the person-
alities of the key figures of this crucial 
period of World War II and give us the 
grand picture of what was at stake for 
both sides. Beginning with Pearl Harbor 
in December, 1941, and ending with the 

Battle of Midway in early June, 1942, this book captures the courage 
of the WWII generation, from the oil and blood soaked sailors float-
ing in the waters of Pearl Harbor to the ragtag group of U.S. marines 
thrown at the Japanese Army on an island called Guadalcanal to the 
incredible hard work and luck of the U.S. fleet at Midway. As we all 
get older, WWII begins to fade into the past, but this book made 
me realize that to understand America and its role in the world, it 
is sometimes best to look through the lens of great conflicts like 
the Civil War and World War II. – Patrick Fleming, W.W. Norton, 
$32.95
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only going to get more complicated. Su-
perintendant Roy Grace is sure that one 
of his trusted team is leaking information 
to the press, and when the victim’s moth-
er puts up an eye-watering reward for 
identity, not information, the case takes a 
murderous twist. With the new assistant 
chief constable breathing down his neck 
and a potential threat to the mother of his 
child stealing his attention, Grace gets a 
break. The police think they’ve identified 
the next target, but they’re wrong. Dead 
wrong. – Paula Longhurst, Minotaur, 
$25.99 

Impossible Dead, Ian Rankin

Malcolm Fox from “Complaints,” 
Scotland’s Internal Affairs Division, is in-
vestigating the cronies of Detective Paul 
Carter, a crooked cop, when his uncle, 
the very man who reported Carter, is 
murdered. Although it’s clear that Carter 
is guilty of misconduct, is he guilty of 
murder? And why, just before he was 
killed, was the murdered man so inter-
ested in the year 1985? The past becomes 
an ever-widening noose threatening 
to encircle Fox himself before the end 
of this evocative and haunting mystery by the author of the more 
famous Rebus series. Fox may not drink as much as the depressive 
Rebus, but his character is equally compelling. – Betsy Burton, Rea-
gan Arthur (Little Brown), $25.99

Feast Day of Fools, James Lee Burke

James Lee Burke’s new thriller touches 
on a lot of hot-button issues, including 
illegal immigration and our changing 
definitions of what a patriot is. Sheriff 
Hackberry Holland is the law in a small 
Texas backwater perched on the edge of 
Mexico. His jurisdiction is challenged 
by the FBI when one of Hack’s residents 
witnesses a gang chasing two men across 
the desert; the one they catch is tortured 
and murdered.  Now the hunt is on for 
the other man and Hack isn’t the only 

one looking. Time and time again the trail leads him to the house of 
‘La Magdelena,’ a Chinese woman who worked for Air America dur-
ing the war and welcomes illegals into her home—and who bares a 
startling resemblance to Hack’s dead wife. Then Hack learns that the 
other man is being sheltered by his nemesis, Preacher Jack Collins. 
 – Paula Longhurst, Simon and Schuster, $26.99

All Cry Chaos, Leonard Rosen

American mathematics genius James Fenster has just been blown 
to bits during a World Trade Organization meeting in Amsterdam, 
and aging Interpol agent Henri Poincaré takes the case.  His wife 
wants him to retire but Henri has kept his family away from the less 

savory aspects of his work for so long that 
it never entered his head that his recent 
single-minded apprehension of a war 
criminal could put all of them in danger. 
Henri immerses himself in the Fenster 
puzzle, finding that Fenster had much 
in common with Henri’s revered great 
grandfather. But Fenster was only model-
ing fractals and exploring chaos theory, 
so why are so many people fighting to get 
hold of his data? And would one of them 
kill him for it?  Against a background of 
global countdown by religious crazies try-

ing to hasten the end times, Henri, heartsick in more ways than one, 
has a week left on active service, and he’s determined to close this 
case even if it kills him. – Paula Longhurst, Permanent Press, $29

1222, Anne Holt

The engine driver was the first casualty 
of the Finse train disaster but not the 
last. Dazed and bleeding, the 196 pas-
sengers are taken to the safety of the Finse 
1222, an old Norwegian hotel close to the 
railway line, to await rescue. Among the 
passengers is former detective inspec-
tor Hanne Wilhelmsen, confined to a 
wheelchair since two bullets shattered 
her spine. Finse 1222 has been cut off by 
the worst winter storm in living memory. 
Snow gradually buries the hotel, and 
Hanne watches as the passengers begin to turn on one another. And 
then one of them turns up dead. Hanne is grudgingly drawn into 
the investigation, and she has a pool of 195 suspects, 194, 193, 192, 
191… – Paula Longhurst, Scribner, $25

The Lost Angel, Javier Sierra, translated by Carlos Frias

Sierra acknowledges that his goal in 
producing The Lost Angel is to show con-
nections among the creation and apoca-
lyptic stories from New Mexico through 
Santiago de Compostela to Mount Ararat. 
He follows the path of sacred stones 
through various cultures including those 
of the Mormons on the American conti-
nent. Protagonist Julia Alvarez has psychic 
gifts through which she can decipher the 
mystery of the sacred stones. On a realistic 
level, Spanish police and U.S. secret agents 
believe they are searching for a Middle 
Eastern terrorist group which has kid-
napped Julia’s husband, an American scientist. On a mystical level, 
Julia is being used to interpret and manipulate the stones in order 
to save her husband and return a band of lost angels to their world. 
A book about the search for communication with God, it is with 
mysteries equal to the search for the Holy Grail. The path back to 
God is a violent one, and Julia is the unwitting means of manipulat-
ing nature and connecting heaven and earth.  – Wendy Foster Leigh, 
Atria Books, Simon and Schuster, $25.99  



—20—

Fiction New in Paper 
The Voice of the River, Melanie Rae Thon 

The Voice of the River is something new even for the acclaimed 
Thon, an incantation of loss and love so glittering and shattering, so 
pain-racked and, ultimately, joyous, that it’s more psalm than novel. 
However much its narrative compels, however deeply its charac-
ters reach into our hearts, the true power of The Voice of the River 
comes from its ability to transcend. The story is simple and har-
rowing. Kai leaps into an icy river after his dog. Ten minutes later, 
his grandfather sees footprints, jagged ice, black water. Is the boy in 
the river, trapped beneath the ice? Pulling himself out downstream 
somewhere, shivering but alive? A search begins and we meet the 
searchers, people whose lives are connected by the cold currents of 
the river, the community of the broken, the bereaved, the guilt-torn 
and the grief-struck. Soon, their lives and their stories begin to 
coalesce into something as miraculous as it is mysterious. – Betsy 
Burton, Fiction Collective (University of Alabama), $15.50

City of Tranquil Light, Bo Caldwell

Bo Caldwell pays homage to her maternal grandparents and to Men-
nonite missionaries in China at the beginning of the 20th century. 
She creates a setting in which Will Kiehn and his wife Katherine fall 
in love, marry, and devote their lives to the people of Kuang P’ing 
Ch’eng. Living in China is difficult; however, returning to America 
proves even more devastating to the couple who have lived through 
famine and civil war with their Chinese friends. Only when they 
become absorbed into the Chinese community of Los Angeles can 
they feel at peace once more. The book is a beautifully written view 
of a nation and of two people. – Wendy Foster Leigh, St. Martin’s 
Griffin, $14.99

Burning Secret, Stefan Zweig

This new translation of Austrian author Zweig’s 1913 Brennendes 
Geheimnis, by Anthea Bell, makes available to American readers a 
miniature masterpiece of revelation, as the young Edgar’s eyes are 
opened, for the first time, to the complexities of adult affections, 

while, at the same time, his mother gradually comes to recognize 
her son’s ferocious love and single-minded loyalty. Handsomely 
written, Zweig’s novel follows Edgar as he traverses the unsteady 
ground between childhood and adolescence and discovers that the 
larger outside world is not as safe as he’d always assumed. 
 – Aaron J. Cance, Pushkin Press, $12.95

All That Follows, Jim Crace

Meet jazzman Leonard Less, an annoying character you’ll grow to 
love as you watch him struggle with such mundane dilemmas as a 
middle-aged waistline, a torn rotator cuff (hell on a horn player), 
a disintegrating marriage, and a stepdaughter on the lam. Late one 
night on TV, our angst-ridden musician sees the masked image of 
a terrorist who is holding several hostages. Even through the mask, 
Leonard recognizes that face as one from his own past. Instead of 
calling the police, he embarks on a reconnaissance mission and so 
encounters the terrorist’s daughter. Crace’s latest is not only a page-
turner, but also an astute look at relationships between mothers 
and their daughters, husbands and their wives, our pasts and our 
presents. It’s also positively revelatory in terms of the false face we 
sometimes put on such traits as bravery, loyalty, and love. 
 – Betsy Burton, Vintage, $15

The Goat Woman of Largo Bay, Gillian Royes 

Shadrach tends bar in the tiny hamlet of Key Largo, Jamaica, but he 
also acts as sniffer and snuffer, watchdog, nursemaid, and jack-of-
all-trades for his boss, Eric. Living in the tropics too long has en-
dowed Eric with the kind of tan and the slight loucheness that marks 
him as a once-northerner as surely as would a tattoo. Down on his 
luck since a hurricane carried off most of his luxury hotel and the 
land on which it sat, he is incensed when he spies a creature moving 
around on what’s left of his land, a tiny Caribbean hummock called 
Goat Island. After focusing his WWII-surplus binoculars on the 
critter, he and Shad discover that the goat isn’t a goat at all, but a 
woman, a very pretty one. You’ll have to read this laugh-out-loud 
funny, poignant, and charming book to find out what happens next 
in Key Largo. – Kathy Ashton, Atria, $15

Small, Perfect Gems
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The Oracle of Stamboul, Michael David Lukas

Early one morning Eleanora, an 8-year-old girl whose mother 
has died, stows away in a trunk of carpets, intending to follow 
her father to Stamboul where he means to spend a month with an 
old friend, Moncef Bay. Eleanora is a savant and soon attracts the 
attention of an American, Yale-educated spy and the admiration 
of her Turkish host. When her father dies in an explosion that 
might or might not be an accident, the spy becomes her tutor, her 
host, a kind of father, and rumors of her prodigious intelligence 
begin to drift across the city, ultimately attracting the attention 
of the Sultan himself.  The year is 1877, the Russians are baiting 
the Turks in hopes of acquiring more territory, the Germans are 
attempting an alliance for their own reasons, the British hover, 
alert for advantage, and the Americans are in the game as well. 
The game in question is the ravaging of the Sultan’s once-vast Ot-
toman Empire.  And at the heart of all this intrigue is Eleanora. 
If all of this sounds like some improbable fairy tale, that’s exactly 
what it is: a gently told, fairy tale set in a real world in real time 
yet embracing the enchanting improbabilities of magical realism. 
The Oracle of Stamboul is not just a great read for those in the 
mood to be swept away, but a perfect book for young readers as 
well, the ideal stocking stuffer for just about anyone. 
 – Betsy Burton, Harper Perennial, $13.95

Mystery New in Paper
Double Death on the Black Isle, A.D. Scott

The ‘50s in rural Scotland was not a pleasant place for a single 
mother damned by all for her early-delivered child and her 
willingness to work at the local newspaper. She has few people 
to turn to for sympathy—definitely not the violent husband 
who she has kicked out. When two deaths occur on May Day 
and Joanna Ross begins to write for the Gazette, the job and her 
friendships collide. Her oldest friend, Pamela, is a member of the 
landed gentry and demands the respect of lesser folk; however, 
she is now pregnant and married to an 
abusive drunken fisherman who dies in 
a fall into the loch. So, the two women 
should have shared problems, but what 
can Joanna do to be both a reporter and 
a friend?  Pamela’s domineering mother 
has been replaced by the kindly house-
keeper whose violent son is the second 
death on the Isle. In the middle of these 
deaths, Joanna tries to please both her 
editor and her neighbors. Complica-
tions arise within the small-island fac-
tions pitting fishermen against farmers 
against tinkers (traveling folk).  This 
book is a wonderful look at the small-
mindedness of islanders and the unwrit-
ten rules of the 1950s when a woman 
knew her place—and it wasn’t working 
as a reporter and raising two children 
alone. – Wendy Foster Leigh, Atria, $15

The Potter’s Field, Andrea Camilleri

When an unidentified corpse appears in a field of potter’s clay, the 
mystery begins.  However, for the Camilleri addict, the book is more 
about the strong characters than one murder.  Camilleri’s crime 
fiction is filled with the personalities and lives of Montalbano and 
his crew:  womanizer, Mimi; hard-working Favio; the faithful-feisty 
Livia; and puppy-dog Catterelli. The murdered man is the tool for 
personal revelations about all of them. No one can identify the body 
because it has been taken apart. It is only when a sultry Colombian 
woman reports a missing husband that its identity comes to light. 
Mimi is defiant in his belief that this is a Mafia hit, but Montalbano 
has misgivings about such a simple solution. Nothing comes easily 
for Montalbano, and he wields his out-of-practice powers of diplo-
macy to find the true killer and appease the sensitivities of Mimi 
and Livia. The Potter’s Field should please fans of Italian mysteries. 
– Wendy Foster Leigh, Penguin Mystery Original, $15

An Uncertain Place, Fred Vargas

Commissaire Adamsberg’s latest adventures begin in London with 
the discovery of nine pairs of shoes complete with bodiless feet lined 
up at the entrance to Highgate Cemetery. When his lieutenant rec-
ognizes the shoes as being from his grandfather’s village in Serbia, 
the game begins. Adamsberg is not one to let sleeping shoes lie, even 
when powerful forces in the political world attempt to thwart him. 
He fights battles with European underworld characters, delves into 
the mysterious world of vampires and madness, uncovers political 
intrigue within his own government. A long-forgotten episode in his 
personal life surfaces as he tries to remember whether he had sired 
a son. Vargas endows his minor characters with personality and life: 
Adamsberg suddenly finds himself with a laughing interpreter, a 
one-armed Italian animal lover, and a Serbian family vendetta.  As 
police procedurals go, the series is quirky, with a little supernatural 
thrown in for good measure, and a thoughtful conclusion. Vargas 
addicts will love this new view of the Commissaire. 
 – Wendy Foster Leigh, Penguin Books, $15

Small, Perfect Gems
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December

Nonfiction
Lost Kingdom, Julia Flynn Siler

The last constitutional monarch of Ha-
waii was a woman who lived through the 
enormous changes brought about by the 
imperialistic designs of the United States. 
The heirs of the original Christian mis-
sionaries became the landowners and 
sugar barons who would ultimately call for 
the end of the dynasty that had ruled the 
islands for generations. The story of an island chain that went from 
paradise to a tool of the U.S. military and the prize of robber barons 
is illuminating, horrifying, and instructive. – Barbara Hoagland, 
Atlantic Monthly, $30 

Mystery
Slash and Burn, Colin Cotterill

Dr. Siri, the Laotian coroner, is ready to 
retire when he’s asked to embark on an 
expedition into rural Laos and history. The 
mission? To establish the fate of an Ameri-
can fighter pilot who disappeared in the 
aftermath of an explosion during the Viet-
nam War and whom everyone has assumed 
to be dead for the ensuing decade. Dr. Siri 
agrees to go provided he can bring along 
his wife, his two lab assistants, and the local 
transvestite fortuneteller (who is convinced he won’t come back 
from the expedition alive). Deep in the jungle, cut off by weather, 
Siri’s group, along with assorted politicians, scientists, translators, 
and soldiers, has a strange encounter with a corpse: a decidedly male 
major painted in lipstick and clad in lingerie. So begins the ninth 
and final installment of a beguiling series that lurks somewhere be-
tween the light and delightsome No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency and 
the mordantly humorous Bangkok Tattoo. 
 – Betsy Burton, Random House, $25 

The Demi-Monde: Winter, Rod Rees

The year is 2018. The Demi-Monde is a complex, heuristic com-
puter simulation designed to train U.S. army recruits in an asym-
metric war environment and save the army billions of dollars a 

year. And what the sales pitch doesn’t say? 
That the most evil, cunning strategists 
history has witnessed from Henry VIII 
to the embodiment of the final solution, 
have been digitally recreated to wage war 
all over again, that they have weapons and 
ambitions beyond the Demi-Monde and 
they have Norma Williams. Singer Ella 
Thomas thought she was auditioning for 
an army gig; instead she’s thrust through a 
backdoor in the Demi-Monde, a reluctant 

one-girl rescue team. Her mission? Recover President Williams’ 
daughter before she is sucked dry of blood and information. She’ll 
encounter hordes of SS, a debutante-turned-revolutionary heroine, 
a charming fake-Russian physic, his holiness Alistair Crowley, the 
legendary Josephine Baker, and a whining prima donna whom Ella 
may have to stand in line to put a bullet into. And if Ella succeeds in 
saving Norma, will the army generals back in the real world believe 
her Cassandra-like warnings? They are coming. Or are they already 
here? – Paula Longhurst, William Morrow, $26.99

January

Fiction
Running the Rift, Naomi Benaron 

This novel is deservedly the 2012 win-
ner of the biennial Bellwether Prize for 
fiction, established  in 2000 by Barbara 
Kingsolver to highlight those books that 
are not only well-written, but are also 
a commentary on social issues. This 
beautifully written work is set in Rwanda 
at the beginning of the Hutu-Tutsi ten-
sions and is told through the eyes of Jean 
Patrick Nkuba, a talented runner who 
is hoping to be Rwanda's first Olympic 

medal winner in track. The complicated relationships set against 
this background take Jean Patrick through a 10-year span in which 
his very way of life is undone by violence carried out by the Hutus. 
Even his track coach is secretly training the soldiers who will even-
tually hunt down his family. As stark as this story is, the redemption 
Jean Patrick finds in running and the love and sacrifice exhibited by 
his family make Running the Rift an incredible read. – Jan Sloan, 
Algonquin Books, $24.95 Editor's note: Meet Benaron when she reads 
from and signs her book, Wednesday, January 18, 7 p.m.

The Quality of Mercy, Barry Unsworth 

Just because a novel runs out of pages, 
doesn’t mean it’s finished. Unsworth’s 
Sacred Hunger won the Man Booker Prize 
in 1992. The subject matter was the slave 
trade, a mutiny and the power of money. 
The theme of the new novel, the powerful 
vs. the powerless, is still relevant. Unsworth 
is returning to 1767 and continuing the 
story of the British involvement in the 
commerce of slaves. The slave-ship owner, 
Kemp, and the mutinous crew continue the 

battle they fought in Sacred Hunger when Kemp finds the crew in 
Florida and brings them back to England for trial. One lone sailor, 
a fiddler, flees for County Durham and coal country to escape 
London and the noose. He finds that he can’t avoid Kemp who has 
just bought a coal mine and is spreading his wealth from the sea to 
the land. Thus begins a battle among the ship owner, an abolitionist 
lawyer, the escaped convict, and a coal miner over property rights 
versus simple humanity. This is the beginning of the Industrial 
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Revolution and the rise of the new rich, and Unsworth once more 
forces the reader to ask important questions about individual rights, 
the strength of commerce, and the quality of mercy. – Wendy Foster 
Leigh, Nan A. Talese/Doubleday, $26.95

The Orphan Master’s Son, Adam Johnson

North Korea is a land of silence where the 
inhabitants are trained to accept any reality 
with which they are faced. Guided by the 
“Dear Leader,” their lives are bracketed by 
collective perceptions which may change at 
any time. Thus it is that an orphan master’s 
son is capable of becoming a seaman, a 
miner, a prisoner, and, although an im-
poster, ultimately a famous North Korean 
commander, husband to the most beautiful 
woman in the land. Johnson’s epic novel is 
an ingenious look at a country and society 

about which we know very little. He has brilliantly illuminated the 
fragility of reality and the fear under which an entire nation can be 
constrained by force and indoctrination. Absolutely stunning in its 
scope.  – Barbara Hoagland, Random, $26

Mr. g: A Novel about Creation, Alan Lightman

For eons, God has existed in the Void, medi-
tating endlessly, talking only to his aunt and 
uncle. Since, being God, he knows every-
thing, He has a perfect understanding physics 
and chemistry. Thus, when He gets the idea 
of creating a universe, no sooner said (to his 
aunt and uncle) than done. Author Lightman 
is a physicist, and the pyrotechnics involved 
in the creation of said universe are as daz-
zling as they are fascinating. But the fun 
really begins when a tall dark stranger walks into the Void. Guess 
who? As God and the stranger begin a dialogue about the future of 
the new creation and its evolving inhabitants, God, ever fair, agrees 
to contemplate the subject. This often very funny novel of creation 
looks at consequences, both scientific and moral, at the act of cre-
ation, and at evil, all from a wide-angled perspective that includes 
theology and philosophy as well as theoretical physics. 
 – Betsy Burton, Pantheon, $24.95

Fiction New in Paper
Three Weeks in December, Audrey 
Schulman

In parallel tales Jeremy, a young engineer, 
travels to East Africa to build a railroad 
at the turn of the 19th century while 
at the turn of the 20th century Max, a 
young scientist, is hired by a pharma-
ceutical company to search the jungles 
of Rwanda for a life-saving vine. Jeremy’s 
project is beset by a pair of man-eating 
lions he begins to hunt with the help of 
an African whom he befriends; Max, 
who suffers from Asperger’s Syndrome, 

falls in love with the apes who forage for the vine she seeks but 
becomes frightened for their (and her) safety when boy-soldiers, 
small boys bearing huge guns, draw near. The tension in both tales 
ratchets up, but so does the inner struggle of the two protagonists to 
discover meaning in the cultures they encounter, and to figure out 
a way to exist despite their differences from the culture from which 
they spring. The writing is lyrical, the pace intense, the backdrop 
fascinating in terms of science, culture, and history, and the charac-
ters involve us from page one. A great read of the New Year. 
 – Betsy Burton, Europa, $15   

The Art of Hearing Heartbeats, Jan-Philipp 
Sendker

Originally published in Germany in 2006, 
Sendker’s first novel is now available in 
English. This love story takes place in 
Burma between a girl born with feet she 
cannot use and a boy who becomes blind 
at age 7. Fifty years separate them, and it 
is due to an American daughter’s efforts to 
discover her missing father that the story 
of what had happened emerges. Along the 

way, a native of a small village shares profound wisdom and poetry 
with the daughter, changing both their lives. A lovely story with 
haunting imagery that will stay with the reader. – Sue Fleming, 
Other Press, $14.95

Nonfiction
The Partnership, Philip Taubman

Nuclear war continues to be the apocalyp-
tic threat for America and other countries. 
Five men, members of the Cold War brain 
trust, have campaigned to challenge the 
United States and other nations to recon-
sider their strategic policies concerning 
nuclear arsenals.  The Partnership gives 
us an intimate look at these men—Henry 
Kissinger, George Shultz, Sam Nunn, 
Bill Perry and Sidney Drell—as well as 
their origins, their work together, and their dealings with Barack 
Obama and other world leaders. Mr. Taubman, who has won mul-
tiple awards and prizes in journalism, has meticulously researched 
the material he presents in this compelling book. – Sue Fleming, 
Harper, $27.99

Mystery & Thriller
Chalk Girl, Carol O’Connell

Kathy Mallory, the semi-psychotic pro-
tagonist of all but two of Carol O’Connell’s 
complex and startling mysteries, might be 
the pattern from which Lisbeth Salander 
was cut. Once a feral child and now a feral 
cop and decidedly un-empathetic, still, she 
identifies with the small but linguistically 
proficient red-headed girl who appears in 
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a Central Park that is literally raining Norway Rats. This unsettling 
image is emblematic of a heart-wrenching, convoluted, poetic, com-
pelling, mystery. O’Connell’s books are among my favorites of the 
genre; Chalk Girl is doubly so, blessed as it is with two characters 
who seem mirror images of one another—a wild child whose need 
is all-consuming, and a wilder adult who has always told herself she 
needs no one at all. – Betsy Burton, Putnam, $25.95 

Perlmann’s Silence, Pascal Mercier

Like the protagonist in Night Train to 
Lisbon, the prominent linguist Philipp Perl-
mann casts himself, at least metaphorically, 
off a bridge—only this time the water into 
which he dives is far murkier. Instead of 
immersing himself in a foreign country and 
the life of a stranger as did Gregorius in the 
previous novel, our new hero—or perhaps 
anti-hero would be a better descriptor—at 
a similar life-crisis, does something utterly 
taboo in academia; he coopts a colleague’s 
work for a lecture he’s about to deliver. 

Trouble is, said colleague, a Russian who’d canceled his appearance, 
suddenly changes his mind. The resultant moral dilemma, the grow-
ing terror, the philosophical and psychological convolutions make 
for a riveting, intriguing, erudite and haunting read. – Betsy Burton, 
Grove Press, $25 

Breakdown, Sara Paretsky

Always the loyal friend, S.I. Warshawski is 
recruited to round up a group of tweenies 
from the Camilla, Queen of the Night, 
book group as they romp around an 
abandoned cemetery late at night. Because 
it’s a Paretsky mystery, the girls find a real 
corpse, of course, and Warshawski becomes 
involved in local and family politics. The 
girls come from the powerful families of 
Chicago and the immigrant population, 
respectively. In the process of solving the 

so-called “vampire” murder, Warshawski is reunited with an old 
and fragile friend whose family has never approved of her and her 
background. The story has many levels and is perfect for those of us 
who are addicted to a series format and the characters who develop 
and grow from book to book.  For those who become addicted to 
a series, whether it is a Donna Leon, Ian Rankin, or P.D. James, the 
place and its surroundings are as important as the characters, and 
Chicago is Paretsky’s territory, as prominent in her work as in a Carl 
Sandburg poem. – Wendy Foster Leigh, G.P. Putnam’s Sons, $26.95

The Flame Alphabet, Ben Marcus

Transmissions of children’s voices infect their parents with a debili-
tating disease. The first-person point-of-view forces the reader into 
the mind of Sam, a man who loves the very daughter whose words 
are killing him and his wife. Masses of suburban parents are fleeing 
their homes in hopes of escaping the sounds emitted by the chil-
dren. Sam and Claire abandon their daughter in order to survive, 
but can’t escape, knowing that one day Esther will grow up, and she 
too will be a victim. Claire disappears only to be found by Sam in 

a government-run laboratory where he 
is still hoping to find an antidote for the 
toxic speech. Characters include a mys-
terious Rabbi, mad scientists, and lonely, 
frightened parents. The book is a prophetic 
warning in which Marcus asks each reader 
to question the power of language and the 
importance of communication. What hap-
pens when humans can no longer commu-
nicate and words turn into weapons? The 
book’s tone is frightening, its discomforting 
style one that Kafka might have admired. 
 – Wendy Foster Leigh, Knopf, $25.95

A Charitable Body, Robert Barnard

Felicity Pearce, who just happens to be 
married to Detective Inspector Charlie 
Pearce of the Yorkshire Constabulary, pays 
a visit to Walbrook Manor, newly opened 
to the public. As she tours the home, she in-
troduces herself to one of the board mem-
bers. She is just being polite, but the board 
chair, on hearing that she is a published 
author with an advanced degree in history, 
immediately asks her to join them. When 
the body of a woman as well as her very ex-

pensive car are pulled from a lake, Charlie elicits help from Felicity, 
who, intrigued, starts unraveling the mystery with help from one of 
her fellow board members. Barnard’s trademark witty dialogue, and 
a continuing family feud between the last two owners of the manor, 
make this a must-read. – Kathy Ashton, Scribner, $24

February

Fiction
A Good American, Alex George

When Jette and Frederick Meisenheimer 
emigrated from their native Germany, they 
had no idea they would ultimately settle in 
Beatrice, Missouri. The story of their town 
and their family is framed through the 
20th century history of the United States in 
all its beguiling optimism and tragedy. The Meisenheimer family is 
a reflection of the immigrant dream: a sense of place which can be 
called home; the love of family; and the desire to be a good Ameri-
can. George has done a wonderful job of bringing their story to life. 
– Barbara Hoagland, Putnam, $25.95

Red Ruby Heart in a Cold Blue Sea, Morgan Callan Rogers

Adolescent Florine Gilham leads a wonderful life with her parents 
in a tiny enclave on the coast of Maine, nicknamed ‘the point’. That 
is, until her mother disappears and her father takes up with his old 
girlfriend, moving her into their house. Taking umbrage, Florine 
moves across the street to live with her Grand, now well into her 
80s. Love, though not always requited, abounds; seasons change; 
Florine survives with the help of Grand in this charming coming-
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Mystery
No Mark Upon Her, Deborah Crombie

Did Olympic hopeful Rebecca Meredith drown by accident or 
was it murder?  Superintendent Duncan Kincaid soon learns that 
‘Becca’ was a high flyer in the Metropolitan police force, and his 

bosses want this case put to bed before 
the media crawl all over it.  There’s even a 
convenient ex-husband with no alibi, but 
Kincaid doesn’t like to have his investiga-
tion second-guessed and with the help of 
his wife, Inspector Jones, and members of 
Project Sapphire, he uncovers multiple mo-
tives for murder and a suspect who could 
end his career. It seems that not all Becca’s 
secrets died with her. – Paula Longhurst, 
William Morrow, $24.99

of-age novel. Roger’s dialogue rings true to 
these northern shores (not as easy as one 
would think) and her characterizations are 
spot-on. – Kathy Ashton, Viking, $26.95

Nonfiction
Watergate, Thomas Mallon

Mallon’s fictional 
depiction of the 
merry-go-round 

that was the Watergate scandal is remark-
able. Seen through the eyes of seven of the 
principals, the slow creep of disaster has 
never been so brilliantly portrayed. Funny 
at times, startling at times, and always 
entertaining, Mallon’s take on the story of 
the burglary that brought down a President 
is breathtaking. It’s the rare book that begs 

for a second 
read. – Barbara Hoagland, Pantheon, 
$27.99

The Principles of Knitting, June Hem-
mons 

A classic and timeless work that is a bible 
for knitters, newly revised. For any knit-
ter, no more need be said. – Sue Fleming, 
Touchstone, $45  

Book Wagon is fashioned after the Book  
Mobile of years past. Volunteers load up 

their red wagons with books and visit Salt 
Lake County housing sites. Each child is en-
couraged to choose up to two books to take 
home and keep. Since Book Wagon's incep-

tion, over 750 books have landed in  
the hands of nearly 300 children.

For more information and to donate books, 
visit their website: www.bookwagon.org

Book Wagon is a Housing Opportunities, Inc.  
program, a 50I(c) 3 nonprofit.
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MORE UPCOMING EVENTS

Keir Graff | The Other Felix 
Tuesday, December 6, 7 p.m.

Kathryn Kay | The Gilder 
Monday, January 9, 2012, 7 p.m.

Samuel Brown | On Heaven as It Is On Earth 
Tuesday, January 17, 2012, 7 p.m.

Paige Shelton | Crops and Robbers 
Wednesday, January 25, 2012, 7–8 p.m.

Shannon Hale | Midnight in Austenland 
Saturday, February 4, 2012, 2 p.m.

Ellis Avery | The Last Nude 
Monday, February 6, 2012, 7 p.m.

Pam Houston | Contents May Have Shifted 
Thursday, February 9, 2012, 7 p.m.

Patricia Schultz | 1,000 Places to See Before  
                                        You Die, 2nd edition 
Tuesday, February 21, 2012, 7 p.m.

Charles Todd | The Confession 
Tuesday, March 6, 2012, 7 p.m.
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Anne Bowen
What I want most for Christmas: I know 
this sounds cliche, but I truly have everything 
I want...However, it would be nice to have our 
bedroom remodel completed. No more tools, 
buckets or paint cans lying about.

What I want least: Another Christmas coffee mug!

Wish I May, Wish I Might

Dean Hale
Want most: An underground lair.

Want least: Anything severed.

Shannon Hale
What I want most for Christmas: a shower 
(a real luxury item for a mom-of-4)
What I want least!: an e-reader

Matthew Kirby
What I want most for Christ-
mas: Time. Lots and lots of time. 
Can you fit that in a stocking?
What I want least: No dead-
lines, please.

Mark Pett
What I want for Christmas is  
a DVD of "A Charlie Brown Christmas."

What I DON'T want for Christmas is 
a DVD of "A Charlie Sheen Christmas."

Kristen Landon
What I want most for Christmas: Revisions 
to be done!
What I want least: I hesitate to answer this 
question, because a few years ago I announced 
to all my family and friends, “Nobody get me a 
Snuggie for Christmas!” And what do you think 
I received? That’s right. A Snuggie.

Bobbie Pyron
What I want most for Christmas: 
Forever homes for all the shelties at Sheltie 
Rescue of Utah
What I want least for Christmas: 
Spiky high-heel shoes!

Kristen Chandler
What I want most: Gratitude. It makes every-
thing I have a gift. But I'll accept The Language of 
Flowers if I find it in my stocking.
What I want least: A "to-do" list. I'm throwing 
mine away this year, and making a "that would be 
so freaking awesome" list instead.

Ally Condie
What I want most: my kids to all be healthy and happy.

What I want least: to have to buy all the in-law presents. 
But it always falls to me! ;)

Jessica Day George
What I want most for Christmas: Someone 
to potty train my daughter while I am away on 
a cruise.

What I want least: a green Christmas, since 
they’re actually brown, and just no fun!

Nathan Hale
Most wanted: LEGO Pirate Ship.

Least Wanted: Colonoscopy.

Elana Johnson
What I want most for Christmas is a 
new car. One that drives fast.

What I want least is another round of 
bronchitis. Stay away sickness!

Brandon Mull
What I want most for Christmas: Time with my 
family, vanilla spice eggnog, Zelda: Skyward Sword 
(is three wishes fair?)

What I want 
least!: Scurvy.

We asked some of our favorite people to tell us what they’d most like to receive as a gift this holiday season—and what they would LEAST like to 
receive. Here are their answers...
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See Santa
on Saturdays
in December,
12-2 p.m.

on 15th & 15th

An autographed book makes a great gift and we have 
a plethora of copies in the store. Our selection includes 
titles by our very own Ann Cannon, Newbery Honor 
winner Shannon Hale, National Book Award Finalist 
Sarah Zarr, Ally Condie, James Dashner, Jessica Day 
George, Matt Kirby, Kristen Chandler, Brandon Mull,  
Nathan Hale and Jennifer Nielsen, to name a few.

Signed Copies Make Great Gifts

Events for Children & Young Adults

Tuesday, December 6, 7 p.m.

Keir Graff will sign his first book for young  
readers, a middle-grade novel  
The Other Felix.

Wednesday, December 7, 7 p.m.

Local author Angela Corbett will read form and sign 
her brand-new debut novel for young adults, Eternal 
Starling.

Friday, December 9, 4 p.m.

Friday Fun for Kids at the King's! Children, ages 3-8, 
will enjoy Angelina Ballerina stories and a hands-on project. A 

snack will also be provided. Registration is required, 
along with a $5 fee to cover materials. To register or 
for more information, call 801-484-9100.

Tuesday, January 24, 2012, 7 p.m.

Local author Brodi Ashton will read from and sign 
her debut novel for young adults, Everneath.

Tuesday, March 13, 7 p.m. 

Joins us for the launch! Bree Despain will read 
from and sign the third volume of her bestsell-
ing trilogy, The Savage Grace.

Thursday, December 1, 7 p.m.
Christopher Paolini will read from and sign 
Inheritance. This is a ticketed event. Pur-
chase one copy of Inheritance for two free 
tickets to the event and for the signing line. 
At Rowland Hall, 843 Lincoln Street.

Saturday, December 3, 11 a.m.

Join us for a sneak peek preview 
of the Salt Lake Acting  

Company's upcoming new  
children's production of  
"How I Became a Pirate."
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Holiday Helpings
Home for Christmas,  
Jan “Mrs. Claus” Brett

Brett’s many fans will find 
plenty to like in her newest 
picture book, which tells the 
story of a naughty young troll 
who strikes out on his own, 
only to discover he misses the 

comforts of hearth and family when the holidays roll 
around. All of Brett’s beloved trademarks—the snowy 
landscapes, the Scandinavian motifs, the intricate 
borders, the woodland creatures—are here on gener-
ous display. – Putnam, $17.99

 Follow the Star: A Christmas 
Pop-Up Journey, Andy Mansfield

“Once above a humble town, 
upon a newborn boy, a herald 
star shone out on high, and that 
star was joy.” So begins Follow 
the Star, which features a series 
of diorama-style scenes reminis-
cent of Robert Sabuda’s intricate white paper cuttings. 
This lovely book is an appropriate gift for people of 
all ages. – Chronicle, $19.99

Strega Nona’s Gift, Tomie de 
Paola

Say what you will about de 
Paola’s most famous character, 
Strega Nona—the girl knows 
how to party! The story itself 
(Big Anthony steals food from 
Strega Nona’s goat) is second-
ary to de Paola’s happy depic-
tion of Italian holiday feasts.  
Another likeable offering from a much-loved illustra-
tor. – Penguin, $17.99

A Bad Kitty Christmas, Nick Bruel

Bad Kitty romps maliciously 
through the alphabet and (as a 
result) finds himself alone and 
friendless on Christmas Day. Or 
so he thinks. Is it possible our fa-
mously fiendish feline might learn 
a thing or two about the holiday’s 
true meaning? One thing’s for 
sure—there are always surprises 
whenever Bad Kitty shows up. 

 – Roaring Brook Press, $15.99

The Third Gift,  
Linda Sue Park, illustrated by 
Bagram Ibatoulline

Tradition holds that the third 
wise man presented the infant 
Jesus with a gift of myrrh.  But 
what is myrrh? Where does 
it come from? What is it used for?  These ques-
tions are answered in this story about a young boy 
whose special harvest becomes the stuff of legend. 
The Third Gift manages to be at once understated 
and lavish.  Beautiful! This is a staff favorite! 
 – Clarion, $16.99

Something for Christmas, Palmer Brown

In an effort to re-print worthy but 
largely forgotten works, NYRB (New 
York Review of Books) has resurrected 
a handful of holiday gems, including 
this lovely little story about a mouse 
who wants to find the perfect gift for 
his mother. The book’s diminutive size 
(perfect for small hands!) only adds 
to its considerable charm. – NYRB, 
$12.95

The Scrawny Little Tree, Ed Mehler, illustrated by 
Susie Pollard

Another reprint, The Scrawny Little Tree is three 
parts Charlie Brown and one part Giving Tree 
with a dash of Dickens’ Tiny Tim thrown in. 
Frankly sentimental, the rhyming 
text won’t be everyone’s holiday cup 
of tea. Still, the book has a good-
hearted retro appeal. – Price Stern 
Sloan, $6.99

The Carpenter’s Gift:  a Christmas 
Tale About the Rockefeller Center 
Tree, David Rubel, illustrated by Jim LaMarche

The traditional Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree 
is a gift that keeps on giving. Literally. Each year 

the tree is milled into lumber used 
by Habitat for Humanity to build 
a home for a needy family.  This 
reality provides the framework for 
The Carpenter’s Gift, a Depression-
era story about a father and son 
who “pay it forward.”  LaMarche’s 
luminous illustrations are especially 
notable. –  Random House, $17.99

By Ann Edwards Cannon
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I Want My Hat Back, Jon Klassen

When Bear’s hat disappears, he sets out 
to interview the usual suspects.  No one 
has seen it. OR SO THEY SAY. This 
funny story (Picture Book Noir at its 
finest!) is a huge staff favorite. 
 – Candlewick, $15.99

The Artist Who 
Painted a Blue Horse, 
Eric Carle

A new title by the legendary Eric Carle is 
always a cause for celebration. With vivid 
illustrations and incredibly simple text, 
Carle encourages young artists to use their 
imaginations. A lovely book to look at again 
and again. – Philomel, $17.99

Neville, Norton Juster, illustrated by G. Brian Karas

Who is Neville, and why are 
children standing on a street 
corner, shouting his name? The 
answer is found in this engag-
ing story about the new kid on 
the block. Trust Norton Juster, 
author of the classic Phantom 
Toll Booth, to take a 
familiar theme and 

make it feel fresh. – Schwarz & Wade, $17.99

M.O.M (Mom Operating Manual), Doreen 
Cronin, illustrated by Laura Cornell

“Your mom is likely not getting enough sleep if 
she has packed you a lunch of unsweetened cocoa 

and a raw egg.” Children may enjoy this funny take on the 
care and feeding of mothers, but the book is actually aimed at 
adults who will recognize themselves on every page. A great 
gift for the mothers in your life. – Atheneum, $16.99

The Man in the Moon, William Joyce

In this fabulously imagined book, Joyce tells the story of the 
Man in the Moon—who he is and how he came to be. 
What’s most remarkable, of 
course, is Joyce’s incred-
ible visual style, which is 
alternately haunting and 
humorous, sophisticated 
and innocent. We think 
Joyce is nothing short of 
awesome. – Atheneum, 
$17.99

Utterly Otterly Night, Mary  
Casanova, illustrated by Ard Hoyt

In this companion book to the 
high-spirited Utterly Otterly Day, 
Little Otter makes the most of a 
snow-filled evening.  While not a 
holiday book per se, the irresistible 

winter land-
scapes make 
this a good 
choice for the 
season.  A great 
read-aloud! – 
Simon & Schuster, $16.99

Non-Holiday Books For Awesome Holiday Giving

And the Soldiers Sang, J. Patrick Lewis, illustrated by  
Gary Kelley – Creative Editions, $17.99

Franklin and Winston: A Christmas That Changed the World, 
Douglas Wood, illustrated by Barry Moser – Candlewick, $16.99

Each of these unusual, fact-based picture books visits holi-
day wartime scenes—the Western Front of World War I and 
Roosevelt’s Washington D.C. of World War II.  The first story is 
much darker than the second.  And yet both ultimately attest to 
man’s yearning for peace, even—and perhaps especially—in the 
face of terrible turmoil.  
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Wonderstruck, Brian Selznik

I thought nothing could top Hugo Ca-
bret, but Selznik’s prodigious talent comes 
through clearly in this tender story that 
connects generations through persever-
ance and love. Again told through both its 
brilliant drawings and compelling text, this 
staff favorite is a book that demands to be 
read more than once! – Margaret Brennan 
Neville, Scholastic, $27.99 (8 and up)

Ten Rules for Living with My Sister,  
Ann M. Martin

Pearl and her sister need to start sharing a 
room, but Lexie, older, popular, and neat, 
definitely does not want to. Pearl likes to 
make lists of rules, but rules don’t work if 
you are the only one following them. This 
realistic fiction is funny, smart, and will 
make a great read-aloud for younger girls, 
too. – Margaret Brennan Neville, Feiwel 
and Friends, $16.99 (9 and up)

City of Lies, Book II, Lian Tanner

In the ongoing saga begun in one of our 
favorite books from fall, Museum of 
Thieves, Bonnie is kidnapped and Toad-
spit is caught as well. Far away from the 
Museum of Dunt, Goldie must figure 
out how to save her friends; the annual 
Festival of Lies makes her quest even 
more complicated (and entertaining). 
Meanwhile, back in the museum, Sinew 
and Broo struggle to keep things intact. 

There are many secrets yet to discover in Jewel, the Jumangi-
like museum, and Spoke, with the Museum's help, can make 
anything happen. – Margaret Brennan Neville, Random 
House, $16.99 (9 and up)

Bigger Than a Bread Box, Laurel Snyder

Struggling with her parents’ separation, dealing with a new 
school and other insecurities, Rebecca 
discovers a magical bread box which 
seems to provide the answer to all her 
problems. However it quickly becomes 
apparent that “things” are not the solu-
tion, but relationships and learning to 
be your real self are the most important. 
– Vivian Evans, Random House, $19.99 
(8 and up)

The Great Cheese Conspiracy, 
Jean Van Leeuwen

Merciless Marvin the Magnifi-
cent decides it’s time to lead his 
mouse gang on to something 
bigger than the stale popcorn 
and candy from the movie theater where they live. Us-
ing cunning, wit, and nerves of steel, the gang attempts 
to heist the ultimate treat … cheese. It’s great to see this 
wonderful classic back in print. – Vivian Evans, Marshall 
Cavendish, $15.99, (7 and up)

Tuesdays at the Castle, Jessica Day George

Over the years the rulers of Glower have known to respect 
Castle Glower! The castle's power might seem benign to 

the casual observer, but Celie knows 
better. Castle Glower and Princess 
Celie have an unusual relationship. But 
when the king and queen disappear, it 
will take all of the castle's magic and 
Celie's special gift to save the kingdom. 
George (Dragon Slippers, Princess of 
the Midnight Ball) continues to write 
imaginative stories for young fantasy 
lovers. – Margaret Brennan Neville, 
Bloomsbury, $16.99 (8 and up)

Secrets at Sea, Richard Peck

When the Cranston family decides 
to sail to England to find a husband 
for their daughter, the Cranston mice 
stow away on the ship with hopes of 
adventure and a better life. They en-
counter all they hoped for and more 
as Peck uses his delightful humor to 
bring this little family of mice to life.  
Mice lovers will thoroughly enjoy this 
tale at sea. – Vivian Evans, Penguin, 
$16.99 (8 and up) 

Forthcoming in January
An Elephant in the Garden, Michael 
Morpurgo
It is WWII in Dresden, Germany. 
Lizzie and Karl’s mother is a zookeeper 
hoping to save an elephant from being 
destroyed before the city is bombed. 
Fleeing the city with elephant in tow, 
the family does its best to survive and 
stay together. Morpurgo brings histori-
cal facts together to weave this most intriguing tale. 
 – Vivian Evans, Fewel and Friends, $16.99, (10 and up)

Middle Reader
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Inheritance, Christopher Paolini 

Paolini fans have been waiting eagerly 
for the final installment of his series. 
Eragon and Saphira have to defeat 
Galbatorix to save themselves and 
Alagaesia. Eragon has come a long 
way from poor farm hand, but will it 
be enough? Paolini continues to draw 
a rich and complex world with a huge 
variety of characters. Like many other 
famous series, this last book is both 
satisfying and disappointing at the same 
time—disappointing because we know 

it’s the end. But all 839 pages are worth reading. – Margaret Brennan 
Neville, Random, $27.99 (12 and up) Editor’s note: Meet Christopher 
Paolini when he reads from and signs his book, Thursday, December 1 
at 7 p.m. This is a ticketed event. Purchase one copy of Inheritance for 
two free tickets to the event and for the signing line. At Rowland Hall, 
843 Lincoln Street.

The Name of the Star, Maureen Johnson

Rory is going to a boarding school in 
London, far, far away from small-town 
Louisiana. On her first day, a young 
woman is brutally murdered and investi-
gators eventually realize that the murder 
and the horrific slayings that follow are in 
the same pattern as the original Jack the 
Ripper crimes; "Rippermania" takes hold. 
There is only one clue, and Rory knows it. 
Her near-death experience has triggered 
an unusual skill that makes her both the 
pursuer and the victim. Readers will love the pace of this book and 
the touches of humor and love that give it even more energy. This is 
the beginning of a new series, very different from Johnson's earlier 
book, Thirteen Reasons Why. Maybe Rory will be staying in Lon-
don for more than a year. I can't wait to find out what she does next. 
– Margaret Brennan Neville, Penguin, $16.99 (12 and up)

Au Revoir, Crazy European Chick, Joe Schreiber

Perry’s dreams of a hot exchange student living with him are dashed 
when a Lithuanian girl named Gobi whom he views as dumpy 

shows up at his house. To make matters 
worse, his mother insists he take Gobi to 
the prom. Then, in their post-prom melee, 
Gobi reveals herself to be a world-class 
assassin, dragging Perry on a bloody, 
vengeful adventure through Manhattan. 
A cast of Lithuanian mobsters, American 
scammers, a very angry bear, and a very 
determined exchange student make this a 
great teen read.  – Rachel Haisley, Hough-
ton Mifflin, $16.99 ( and up)

The Mark of the Golden Dragon, 
L.A. Meyer

Jacky Faber is back in the saddle and 
ready for vengeance in the newest install-
ment of the Bloody Jack Series. Chockfull 
of adventure on the high seas, scheming 
on shore, and revenge against the misled 
British government that condemned Jacky 
for life to a penal colony in New South 
Wales, Meyer does not disappoint in 
bringing us our favorite heroine’s newest 
globe-trotting misadventures. 
 – Rachel Haisley, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, $16.99 ( and up)

Girls Don't Fly, Kristen Chandler

Local author Kristen Chandler does 
it again! Her first book, Wolves, Boys 
and Other Things That Might Kill Me, 
combined an interesting female main 
character who had to make an effort 
to be true to herself and a familiar 
Western local, all wrapped up with an 
environmental twist! In Girls Don't 
Fly, Myra has goals and is determined 
to keep moving forward even when the 
whole plan changes. Getting dumped 
may be the worst, and the best, thing 

that could have happened to her. When a potential academic op-
portunity in the Galapagos Islands presents itself, Myra has to dig 
deep to participate in the process. She wants to win that scholarship. 
Chandler does a great job illuminating a sensitive environmental 
theme, and in this book using it as a metaphor for Myra's life. Great 
read. – Margaret Brennan Neville, Random, $16.99 (12 and up)

Crossed, Ally Condie

Local author Ally Condie's Crossed, does not disappoint! In this 
eagerly awaited sequel, readers get to hear both Ky and Cassia's 
point of view in alternating chapters. Both characters are willing to 
take risks, to find the other. In the much 
harsher environment of the Outer Prov-
ince, Ky struggles to save his own life, 
and Cassia is desperate to find him. But 
Xander is not out of the picture, and he 
surprises Cassia over and over again. 
The twists and turns of the story bring 
this dystopian love story to a surpris-
ing place. This is a sequel that lives up 
to the excitement and promise of the 
first book, a very difficult thing to do! 
– Margaret Brennan Neville, Penguin, 
$17.99 (12 and up)

Young Adult
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